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a  monthly  magazine 
devoted  to  all  phases 
of  numismatics 


FEATURE  ARTICLES: 

^  Money  of  the  Vikings 
^  1967  U.S.  Market  Analysis 

^  Those  Canadian  Quarters 
^  Long  Live  the  Sovereign 


fjau?i*ial  fj ottinCf'i 

a  little  Maypole  syrup 

May  heralds  Mother's  Day;  thus,  the  cover 
coin  presents  a  striking  portrait  of  one  of 
the  most  famous  and  prolific  mothers  in  all 
history — Maria  Theresia  of  Austria.  One  of  the 
truly  enlightened  monarchs  of  her  day,  she 
ruled  wisely  and  well  while  performing  the 
duties  of  a  mother  for  her  16  children  !  A 
number  of  members  of  this  brood  also  became 
famous;  they  included  no  less  than  two  kings, 
two  queens,  a  few  pawns  and  a  rook  .  .  . 

SPRINGTIME  READING  .  .  .  For  your  numis¬ 
matic  leisure  time  this  month  we  start  off 
with  a  resounding  bang.  R.  S.  YEOMAN's 
Guide  Line  gives  you,  as  a  Journal  special 
feature,  an  analysis  of  U.S.  coin  value 
trends  that  will  be  reflected  in  the  21st 
Edition  of  his  Red  Book,  a  perennial  favorite. 
Then  there's  the  exotic  Money  of  the  Vikings 
in  a  stirring  tale  told  by  BOB  OBOJSKI  ;  a  well 
presented  discussion  of  major  types  and 
varieties  of  Canadian  20-  and  25-Cent  coins  by 
our  North  of  the  Border  columnist  BOB  WILLEY ; 
and  K.  E.  BRESSETT's  Sterling  Commentary,  which 
this  time  gives  us  a  golden  opportunity  to  read 
up  on  the  ever-popular  Sovereign,  a  piece 
well  known  to  collectors  and  public  alike  be¬ 
cause  of  its  incongruously  continued 
mintage  .  .  . 

PAPER  MONEY  TIDBITS  ...  as  usual,  we 
have  a  couple  of  noteworthy  items,  the  first 
being  NEIL  SHAFER'S  look  at  some  U.S.  small 
change  of  yesteryear  in  his  Interest-Bearing 
Notes^  and  the  second  a  beautifully  illustrated 
description  of  new  issues  from  the  state  of 
Outer  Mongolia,  no  less  .  .  . 

IF  YOU  MISS  a  copy  of  the  JOURNAL  through 
no  fault  of  your  own,  simply  let  us  know,  and 
we'll  be  glad  to  replace  it.  Just  don't  let 
your  subscription  lapse--we  take  a  dim  view 
of  that  .  .  . 
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The  Early  Paper  Money  it/  America ,  by  Kri<*  I*.  Newman,  Vi  hitman 
Publishing  Company,  Racine,  Wisconsin,  1967.  Library  binding,  360 
pages,  8^4"  x  11",  illustrated,  $15.00. 

The  information  contained  in  this  book  is  the  result  of  years  of  de¬ 
tailed  study  of  original  documents,  compilation  of  data  found  in  gen¬ 
erally  unobtainable  books  of  a  century  ago,  subsequent  research  by 
various  specialists,  and  the  author’s  study  of  all  major  collections. 

His  informative  introduction  covers  early  financial  histories,  printing 
and  engraving,  paper,  signers,  counterfeiting,  condition  and  preserva¬ 
tion,  plus  many  other  fascinating  subjects. 

Numerous  rarities  are  illustrated  which  have  never  been  reproduced 
before.  Where  else,  for  example,  can  one  find  a  picture  of  a  1690  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  note,  the  granddaddy  of  them  all  ?  Most  of  us  seldom  obtain 
a  Colonial  note  dated  before  1770;  in  this  volume  Mr.  Newman  gives  us 
the  privilege  of  seeing  many  of  them.  In  general,  all  of  the  646  full-size 
illustrations  are  excellent;  however,  in  a  few  cases,  suitable  notes  were 
simply  not  available. 

This  magnificent  book  is  also  a  catalog  containing  realistic  valua¬ 
tions.  This  part  of  the  work  was  done  by  two  leading  professional  nu¬ 
mismatists,  Mr.  B.  M.  Douglas  and  Mr.  Richard  Picker.  On  the  col¬ 
lectible  notes,  the  valuations  are  generally  given  for  three  conditions. 
Particularly  useful  is  the  fact  that  the  conditions  priced  are  not  the 
same  for  all  notes.  For  example,  a  common  series  will  be  rated  for 
Fine,  Very  Fine,  and  Uncirculated,  while  a  very  scarce  series  may  be 
Fair,  Good,  and  Very  Good.  These  values  range  from  $3.50  to  $275  00. 
Any  notes  which  would  be  valued  higher  are  practically  unobtainable 
today  and  are  not  priced. 

The  format  of  the  book  is  such  that  any  desired  information  is  read¬ 
ily  available.  The  denominations  of  extremely  rare  issues  are  listed. 
Where  available,  the  number  of  notes  printed  of  each  denomination  is 
given.  Altered  bills,  contemporary  counterfeits,  reprints  from  original 
plates,  and  unsigned  or  partially  signed  bills  are  noted.  The  Continental 
and  Colonial  notes  are  described  in  detail,  even  to  the  differences  and 
varieties  of  the  same  denomination.  The  plate  letters  of  the  Delaware, 
New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania  notes  are  listed.  Previously  unobtainable 
information  just  bubbles  out  of  every  one  of  the  360  pages.  Did  you 
ever  hear  of  a  “Sola”  note  from  Georgia  and  wonder  if  any  really  ex¬ 
isted  ?  Mr.  Newman  gives  us  the  answer.  Where  else  can  one  find  such 
a  wealth  of  knowledge  ? 

A  surprising  addition,  not  found  elsewhere,  is  the  inclusion  of  various 
merchant  and  city  scrip  of  the  era;  these  are  not  only  described  but  il¬ 
lustrated  as  well.  Did  you  know  that  Pensacola,  Florida,  issued  a  note 
in  177- ?  Or  have  you  ever  seen  the  signature  of  Lord  Sterling,  the 
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master  artificer  of  Washington's  army,  on  a  note? 

The  back  of  the  book  contains  some  important  reference  material. 
Appendix  A  gives  sheet  structure,  Appendix  B  lists  the  Revolutionary 
War  counterfeits,  Appendix  C  gives  the  value  of  the  Spanish  Dollar 
during  critical  years,  and  Appendix  D  is  a  table  of  Revolutionary  War 
depreciation.  A  bibliography  of  all  published  material  on  the  subject 
completes  this  fine  volume. 

This  is  just  a  smattering  of  what  you  can  expect  from  this  numis¬ 
matic  masterpiece.  It  is  a  “must”  for  the  collector,  economist,  and  re¬ 
searcher  of  the  Colonial  and  Revolutionary  periods. 

This  Whitman  publication,  The  Early  Payer  Money  of  America,  by 
Eric  P.  Newman,  is  unquestionably  one  of  the  most  outstanding  in  the 
field  of  numismatics  for  this  century.  If  I  appear  excited — I  am,  and  I 
am  sure  you  will  be  too.  Capt.  V.  L.  Bigsby 


Specialized  Catalog  of  Small  Size  National  Bank  N<ttes,  edited  by  Arlie 
R.  Slabaugh,  Hewitt  Bros.,  7320  Milwaukee  Avenue,  Chicago,  Illinois 
60648,  1967.  48  pages,  soft  cover,  illustrated,  $1.00. 

The  appearance  of  two  recent  catalogs  has  made  modern-size  U.S. 
paper  money  one  of  the  most  popular  and  active  collecting  fields  in 
the  hobby.  The  one  void  in  the  information  contained  in  these  volumes 
is  in  the  listings  for  National  Bank  Notes,  which  are  given  rarity 
ratings  by  their  state  and  which  are  shown  only  by  type.  This  new 
publication  has  admirably  filled  the  void,  as  it  contains  the  most 
complete  listings  ever  published  of  this  extensive  series  by  bank 
charter  numbers,  states,  cities  of  issue  and  denominations.  Acknowl¬ 
edged  is  the  fact  that  more  undoubtedly  exist  that  so  far  have  not  been 
reported. 

The  booklet  includes  data  on  “Small  Size”  National  Bank  Notes 
followed  by  the  30-page  listing  of  known  issues  for  each  state  and  city. 
Also  shown  is  a  4% -page  list  of  national  banks  which  failed  during 
the  1929-1935  period;  notes  are  known  for  some  of  them. 

The  closing  pages  are  taken  from  the  section  of  William  P.  Donlon’s 
catalog  which  lists  National  Bank  Notes  by  type  and  rarity.  N.S. 


Coin  Collector’s  Year  Book .  by  the  editors  of  COINage  Magazine ,  Behn- 
Miller  Publishers  Inc.,  131  Barrington  Place.,  Los  Angeles,  Cal.  90049. 
Paper  cover,  104  pages,  $1.00. 

This  is  a  newsstand  publication  and  as  such  would  not  normally  be 
treated  as  a  book  to  be  reviewed.  Nevertheless,  the  magazine  has  a 
great  deal  of  merit  and  should  be  mentioned  here  for  the  benefit  of 
those  collectors  who  might  like  a  great  deal  of  basic  information  about 
a  wide  variety  of  popular  coin  subjects — all  at  a  very  low  price. 

The  Year  Book  is,  as  its  name  implies,  a  chronicle  of  numismatic 
events  of  the  past  year.  A  surprising  amount  of  information  is  given 
on  United  States  coins,  departmentalized  into  Colonials,  Gold,  com- 
memoratives,  and  regular  United  States  coins  by  denomination.  Addi¬ 
tional  features  written  in  the  same  vein  cover  currency,  coin  invest- 
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ments,  world  coins,  medals,  ancient  coins,  and  accessories.  The  whole 
neat  package  is  topped  off  by  a  fold-out  full  color  calendar  illuminated 
by  beautiful  coin  pictures.  K.E.B. 


Coins  and  Medals,  1967  Annual,  Link  House  Publications,  Ltd.,  Link 
House,  Dingwall  Avenue,  Croydon,  Surrey,  England.  Paper  cover,  120 
pages,  5  shillings  (70<). 

This  magazine  is  very  similar  to  the  aforementioned  year  book.  We 
might  say  that  it  is  a  British  version,  designed  to  fulfill  the  same  pur¬ 
pose.  Because  of  its  size,  however,  this  has  more  of  the  appearance  of 
a  hook,  and  the  terse  and  scholarly  British  style  of  writing  will  make  it 
appeal  to  a  more  advanced  level  of  collectors. 

The  various  articles  cover  a  wide  variety  of  subjects,  from  treasure 
trove  to  coin  cabinets.  One  lengthy  and  important  chapter  reports  on 
recent  world  coin  issues.  Others  deal  with  current  sales,  market  trends, 
interesting  coin  varieties,  paper  money,  medals,  and  museums.  Excel¬ 
lent  coverage  is  given  to  numismatic  books  published  during  the  past 
year.  A  directory  of  British  dealers  and  numismatic  societies  will  be 
of  use  to  people  living  or  visiting  in  that  country. 

Information  contained  in  this  Annual  will  certainly  hold  the  interest 
of  any  reader.  One  can  only  marvel  at  the  amount  of  work  that  must 
have  gone  into  editing  such  a  fine  publication  and  at  the  economics  of 
producing  this  handy  book  for  such  a  nominal  price.  K.E.B. 


Journal  Back  Issues 
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United  States 
Coin  Value 


by  R.  S.  Yeoman 


PRELIMINARY  LOOK  AT 
21st  EDITION  VALUE  TRENDS 


The  new  21st  edition  of  A  Guide  Book  of  U.  S.  Coins  will  be 
released  on  July  1,  1967.  What  has  happened  to  the  values  of 
these  coins?  The  author,  in  this  exclusive  pre-publication 
peek  at  price  trends,  gives  his  observations  on  the  current 
market. 


We  have  had  no  illusions  recently  about  the  state  of  the  nation’s  coin 
market.  It  has  made  no  move  to  excite  any  particular  rave  notices  in 
any  quarter  of  the  country. 

Panelists  of  the  Red  Book  21st  Edition  have  reported  in  by  mail, 
some  by  phone,  and  quite  a  few  have  been  encountered  face  to  face 
while  on  our  western  tour  this  February.  Personal  contacts  included 
panelists  from  such  outlying  “frontiers”  as  Seattle,  Boston,  Miami, 
and,  of  course,  a  host  of  members  from  the  West  Coast.  In  fact,  we 
got  together  in  greater  or  less  degree  with  twenty-three  of  the  fifty- 
four  regular  panelists  during  a  two-week  period.  Our  visit  to  Los 
Angeles,  San  Francisco  and  Portland  included  several  non-scheduled 
visits  with  coin  dealers — some  old  acquaintances,  some  new.  Based  on 
our  notes,  we  here  present  an  informal  report  on  the  economics  of  coin 
dealing  as  of  early  1967  and  some  idea  of  what’s  ahead  for  us  all  for 
the  balance  of  the  year. 

A  general  statement  is  not  difficult  to  make;  serious  coin  collecting  is 
doing  fine.  New  recruits  to  the  fraternity  are  joining  at  an  extremely 
slow  pace.  Many  dealers  have  faded  away.  Teletypes  are  a  thing  of  the 
past.  Those  professional  numismatists  who  built  solid  reputations  over 
the  years,  or  even  over  the  short  term,  are  quite  content.  They  are 
holding  at  least  80%  of  their  old  clientele,  plus  plenty  of  otheis  aban¬ 
doned  by  the  financially  insecure  or  woefully  inept,  uninformed  tem¬ 
porary  dealers  of  recent  vintage  now  departed.  In  other  words,  fewer, 
more  stable,  individual  coin  dealers  are  doing  as  well  or  better  than 
ever,  thank  you.  Perhaps  one  could  say  that  a  solid  coin  business  can 
not  be  successfully  constructed  on  a  base  of  rolls  and  bags. 

It  is  difficult  to  paint  a  picture  of  today’s  market  in  clear-cut  black 
or  white.  Various  dealers  and  their  geographic  locations  reveal  differ¬ 
ences  of  interest  and  opinion.  Mainly,  however,  U.  S.  early  types  are 
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standing  up  well  everywhere.  As  would  be  true  in  any  year,  nice 
uncirculated  and  proofs  are  safe  property  for  both  dealer  and  collector. 
This  will  always  be  so. 

Now  to  get  away  from  such  cautious  rationalizations  as  the  fore¬ 
going,  let’s  look  at  what  is  happening  to  some  specific  series. 

The  early  American  series  is  moderately  active.  This  group  comes 
to  life  when  an  old  collection  is  offered  for  sale  at  auction.  The  George 
M.  Stearns  sale  in  Boston  early  in  December  is  a  recent  example.  An¬ 
other  important  sale  in  New  York  later  this  year  will  include  some 
choice  colonials  as  well.  About  half  the  listings  of  this  series  will 
remain  as  is  in  the  new  Red  Book. 

We  might  mention  here  that  the  private  gold  section  will  see  prac¬ 
tically  no  changes,  either  in  listing  or  values.  This  category  has  been  a 
special  hunting  preserve  for  a  select  inner  circle  for  many  recent  years. 
Too  many  values  exceed  $5000  to  entice  more  than  a  handful  of  de¬ 
votees.  *. 

The  Commemorative  group  has  been  advertised  lately  by  a  few 
enterprising,  well-known  dealers.  The  offers,  mainly  types,  have 
assumed  the  character  of  a  “price  war,”  and  at  the  moment  of  report¬ 
ing  are  lower  than  they  ought  to  be.  Apparently  these  professionals 
have  good  stocks  and  ample  resources.  Commemorative  half  dollars 
particularly  had  been  priced  out  of  the  market  for  several  years,  and 
the  present  level  of  prices  is  more  in  line  with  demand.  Values  will 
probably  remain  low  for  a  time  but  not  after  a  few  hundred  collectors 
wake  up  to  take  advantage  of  the  temporary  situation.  All  silver  and 
gold  commemoratives  will  rise  again  in  time.  You  can  count  on  it.  Per¬ 
haps  Congress  will  get  busy  and  pass  some  bills  for  commemorative 
coins  so  the  Mint  people  can  keep  all  that  equipment  active  in  the  new 
Philadelphia  Mint  starting  in  1968.  Watch  all  commemorative  values 
zoom  if  that  comes  about. 

Silver  dollars  seem  to  be  quiet,  but  the  common  dates  can  go  no 
lower,  dealers  tell  us.  This  is  particularly  true  in  the  Morgan  and 
Peace  types.  Perhaps  scarcer  dates  will  show  slight  drops  when  all  the 
reports  are  in.  Millions  of  these  coins  are  stored  away  for  bullion  specu¬ 
lation  by  non-collectors.  When  silver  finally  is  sold  on  a  free  market, 
our  specimens  may  at  last  become  truly  valued  as  collectors’  items. 
Right  now  two  or  three  dollars  for  a  nice  uncirculated  common  date  is 
standard  for  the  course.  The  Treasury  hoard  of  almost  three  million 
CC  dollars  will  probably  lie  undisturbed  for  a  while. 

We  offer  a  few  notes  about  regular  gold  coins  based  on  dealers’ 
remarks  and  bourse  offerings: 

The  early  date  gold  dollars  are  up  a  little  but  a  full  set  of  1849-1889 
is  substantially  under  the  price  of  two  years  ago.  We  were  told  by  a 
dealer  who  has  specialized  in  this  series  for  years  that  date  collecting 
is  off  in  Charlotte  and  Dahlonega  quarter  eagles  and  half  eagles  but 
that  type  collecting  is  strong.  Uncirculated  $2.50  and  $5  pieces  1834-39 
are  now  selling  over  Red  Book.  Indian  head  $2.50  are  generally  scarce 
in  uncirculated;  the  fine  in  this  group  seems  to  be  underpriced  as  well. 

The  $3  series  is  firm  and  up  a  little  in  the  lower  grades. 

No  recent  transactions  of  $4  Stellas  have  been  reported  to  us. 

Numerous  offers,  we  are  told,  of  1800-1812  half  eagles  may  soften 
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these  values.  Incidentally,  many  are  forming  sets  of  the  seven  mints 
in  the  $5  gold  as  this  is  the  only  denomination  with  that  possibility. 
1929  uncirculated  $5’s  have  appeared  frequently  on  the  West  Coast 
lately. 

In  the  early  $10’s  1800  and  1801  are  offered  at  lower  than  catalog 
but  1803  and  1804  show  no  change.  1798  over  97,  9  and  4  stars,  is  down 
a  little.  Coronet  eagles  overall  are  slow.  There  is  a  general  rise  of 
interest  in  Carson  City  $5’s,  $10’s  and  $20’s. 

Several  recent  offers  have  lowered  the  price  of  the  1907  wire  edge 
eagle.  The  1908  no  motto  is  stronger.  1930S  $10  is  lower  as  a  result  of 
a  release  of  20  or  25  in  a  Midwest  spot. 

Some  $20’s  are  getting  stronger,  including  better  CC’s  and  Phila¬ 
delphia  dates  in  the  1880’s.  Because  1886  Philadelphia  is  the  only  Mint 
for  this  date,  it  is  worth  more  this  season.  1901  to  1903  Philadelphia 
have  come  out  in  quantity  recently  and  are  down,  but  1902,  1905  and 
1906P  are  relatively  scarce  and  prices  are  firm.  We  note  a  good  demand 
for  1907,  1908,  1909D  and  1912  double  eagles  in  high  grades;  others 
wanted  are  1916S,  1920S,  1921,  1927D,  1930S,  1931,  1931D  and  1932. 
Prices  are  down  for  1924  and  1926S  as  offerings  are  frequent.  Proof 
gold  coins  are  generally  weak  all  down  the  line. 

The  market  in  United  States  coins  from  half  cents  to  halves  is 
spotty,  to  say  the  least.  In  general,  all  denominations  before  1900  are 
holding  their  values  with  a  few  exceptions.  We  repeat — high  quality 
coins  are  blue  chips  in  any  category. 

A  few  random  comments  from  dealers: 

“It  will  take  a  long  time  for  collectors  to  use  up,  singly  in  their  sets, 
the  vast  quantities  of  late  coins  in  rolls  that  have  been  hoarded.” 

“We  look  forward  to  good  times  again,  but  through  a  very  slow 
process.” 

“Proof  sets  will  remain  stagnant  until  a  new  one  is  mads  by  the 
U.  S.  Mint.” 

“The  Red  Book  ought  to  honestly  reflect  the  situation  as  it  exists.” 

“Some  slight  lessening  of  values — yes;  drastic  reductions — no.  Real¬ 
istic  values  and  honest  grading  go  hand  in  hand.” 

“Types  of  early  series  steadiest  of  all  in  fine  or  better  grading.” 

“Early  material  is  much  underpriced  in  comparison  with  larger  mint¬ 
age  of  twentieth  century  coins.” 
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Breakdown  of  1964,  1965  and  1966  Coinage 


A  January  1967  bulletin  issued  by  the  office  of  the  Director  of  the 
Mint  covers  the  subject:  DATING  OF  UNITED  STATES  COINS. 
Now  that  dating  corresponds  exactly  with  the  calendar  year,  this  brief 
announcement  serves  as  a  summary  of  starting  and  ending  dates  for 
striking  the  five  standard  U.S.  coins  dated  1964,  1965  and  1966.  We 
quote  herewith  the  official  notice  in  its  entirety: 


Bulletin  BM-12  (1-67) 

DATING  OF  UNITED  STATES  COINS 

Traditionally,  all  United  States  coins  have  been  dated  the  year 
of  their  coinage.  This  policy  was  interrupted,  however,  because  of 
the  coin  shortage,  and  the  speculation  in  rolls  and  bags  of  coins 
which  took  place  in  1964.  As  a  result,  Congress  passed  legislation 
so  that  after  the  calendar  year  1964  coinage  was  produced,  we 
could  still  use  the  1964  date. 

Starting  in  1965,  therefore,  all  denominations  of  United  States 
coinage  continued  to  be  struck  with  the  1964  date. 

When  the  Coinage  Act  of  1965  was  passed,  it  became  mandatory 
that  we  continue  to  use  the  1964  date  on  all  90  percent  silver  coin 
(halves,  quarters,  and  dimes).  Therefore,  all  the  90  percent  silver 
coin  which  we  manufactured  in  1964,  1965,  and  1966,  bears  the  1964 
date. 

The  last  of  the  90  percent  silver  quarters  were  struck  in  January 
1966,  the  last  of  these  dimes  in  February  1966,  and  the  last  of  these 
halves  in  April  1966. 

The  Coinage  Act  of  1965  also  made  it  mandatory  that  the  clad 
coins  be  dated  not  earlier  than  1965.  Therefore,  all  the  clad  coins 
actually  made  in  1965  bear  the  1965  date.  All  the  clad  coins  made 
through  July  31,  1966,  bear  the  1965  date. 

The  first  clad  dime  was  struck  in  December  1965,  the  first  clad 
quarter  in  August  1965,  and  the  first  clad  half  dollar  in  December 
1965. 
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In  December,  1965,  the  decision  was  made  to  change  the  1964  date 
on  the  nickels  and  the  cents  to  1965,  as  one  step  in  catching  up  on 
our  normal  coin  dating.  From  December,  1965,  through  July  31, 
1966,  all  pennies  and  nickels  struck  bear  the  1965  date. 

Starting  on  August  1,  1966,  and  through  December  31,  1966,  all 
denominations  of  United  States  coins  minted  during  that  period 
carried  the  1966  date.  Commencing  January  1,  1967,  the  Mints 
resumed  normal  dating  procedures  and  all  United  States  coins  will 
henceforth  bear  the  date  of  the  year  in  which  they  are  actually 
struck. 

Quantities  executed  by  the  mints  at  Philadelphia  and  Denver,  plus 
the  Assay  Office  in  San  Francisco,  are  not  a  part  of  the  foregoing 
bulletin.  The  statistics  are  provided  in  monthly  and  annual  reports  put 
out  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Mint  on  a  regular  basis  over  the  period  of 
three  years.  The  data  provides  a  remarkable  testimony  to  the  extreme 
effort  put  forth  by  the  Mint  to  overcome  the  serious  coin  shortage  of 
only  a  few  months  ago. 

It  seems  appropriate  now  to  recapitulate  the  figures  so  as  to  pro¬ 
vide  coin  collectors  with  exact  totals  minted  for  each  coin  for  each 
date.  Some  of  the  coins  were  struck  in  more  years  than  their  dates 
would  indicate.  For  example,  some  1964  coins  were  stuck  in  all  three 
years.  This  necessitates  a  careful  study  of  the  reports.  Our  compila¬ 
tion  is  provided  herewith: 


196  b 

CENTS  Dated  1964 

Proofs  3,950,762 


Struck 

Struck 

1964 

1965 

(Philadelphia) 

(San  Francisco) 

1,519,165,000 

932,780,000 

196,630,000 

Struck 

Struck 

1964 

1965 

CENTS  Dated  1964-D 

2,652,525,762 

1,865,163,400 

1,933,908,100 

Proofs 

Struck 

Struck 

1964 

1965 

NICKELS  Dated  1964 

3,799,071,500 

3,950,762 

340,964,000 

683,708,000 

Struck 

Struck 

1 964 

1965 

NICKELS  Dated  1964-D 

1,028,622,762 

455,821,840 

1,331,475,320 

Proofs 

Struck 

Struck 

1964 

1965 

DIMES  Dated  1964  (Silver) 

1,787,297,160 

3,950,762 

238,770,000 

690,590,000 

933,310,762 
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DIMES  Dated  1964-D  (Silver) 

Struck  1904 
Struck  1965 
Struck  I960 


572,154,430 

617,457,120 

167,905,630 


1,357,517,180 


QUARTERS  Dated  1964  (Silver) 

Proofs 
Struck  1964 

Struck  1965  (Philadelphia) 

(San  Francisco) 

Struck  1966  (San  Francisco) 


3,950,762 

258,132,000 

282,388,000 

15,229,720 

4,640,865 


564,341,347 


QUARTERS  Dated  1964-D  (Silver) 

Struck  19’64  123,801,308 

Struck  1965  580,334,220 


704,135,528 


Proofs 

Struck 

Struck 

Struck 


277,254,766 


HALF  DOLLARS  Dated  1964  (.900  Silver) 

3,950,762 

1964  87,448,004 

1965  144,182,000 

1966  41,674,000 


HALF  DOLLARS  Dated  1964-D 
Struck  1964 
Struck  1965 


(.900  Silver) 

114,411,608 

41,793,838 


156,205,446 


Mint  sets 
Struck  1965 
Struck  1966 


1965 

CENTS  Dated  1965 

2,360,000 

1,085,000 

1,493,779,900 


1,497,224,900 


NICKELS  Dated  1965 

Mint  sets 
Struck  1965 
Struck  1966 


2,360,000 

972,000 

132,799,380 


136,131,380 


Mint  sets 
Struck  1965 
Struck  1966 


DIMES  Dated  1965  (Clad) 

2,360,000 

6,890,000 

1,642,890,570 


1,652,140,570 
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Mint  sets 
Struck  1965 

Struck  1966 


QUARTERS  Dated  1965  (Clad) 

2,360,000 

(Philadelphia,  Denver  and  San 

Francisco;  no  M.M.)  460,948,000 

1,356,409,540 


1,819,717,540 


HALF  DOLLARS  Dated  1965 

Mint  sets 
Struck  1966 


(Clad) 

2,360,000 

63,519,366 


1966 

Cents 

Nickels 

Dimes 

Quarters 

Halves 


65,879,366 


2,188,147,783 

156,208,283 

1,382,734,540 

821,101,500 

108,984,932 


Mint  sets — 2,261,583  (included  in  above  figures). 


MINT  TOTALS 

We  have  followed  our  customary  policy  of  including  proof  coins, 
and  now  special  mint  sets,  in  our  totals.  This  procedure  has  been  in 
effect  for  listings  in  both  the  Handbook  of  U.  S.  Coins  and  Guide  Book 
of  U.  S.  Coins. 

We  wish  to  add  an  interesting  statistic — the  three-year  total  for 
Kennedy  half  dollars.  This  amounted  to  608,324,510  pieces  through 
December  31,  1966.  The  figure  becomes  even  more  astonishing  when 
compared  to  the  entire  Franklin  half  dollar  production  of  481,801,410 
from  1948  to  1963. 

We  overheard  a  store  cashier  remark  a  few  days  ago  that  she 
hasn’t  seen  many  halves  lately  and  that  she  is  grabbing  any  she  gets 
and  is  putting  them  away  because  they  are  “rare.”  Our  silent  reaction 
was  that  she  was  obviously  not  one  of  us.  We  cannot  help  wondering 
how  coin  collectors  and  our  government  can  get  through  to  these  mis¬ 
guided  hoarders.  We  can  do  without  any  more  blows  to  our  image  for 
a  while! 


“.  .  .  What  do  you  mean,  you  ale 
the  apple?” 
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CURRENT  COINS  OF  THE  WORLD 

By  H.  S.  Yeoman 

New  Issues — \\  orld  Coins 

The  coordinator  for  new  world  coin  issues  and  information  is  Ernst 
Kraus,  393  Seventh  Avenue,  Room  939,  New  York,  N.Y.  10001.  Speci¬ 
mens  sent  to  him  will  be  returned  promptly  after  they  are  photo¬ 
graphed.  All  contributors  will  receive  a  credit  notice  as  recognition  of 
their  cooperation. 


ALBANIA 


The  March  Journal  listed  the  new  Albanian  coins  but  did  not  illus¬ 
trate  them.  Through  the  courtesy  of  T.  Earl  Van  Sickle,  Jr.,  we  are 
now  able  to  show  the  entire  issue. 

It  will  be  further  noted  that  the  value  is  expressed  in  terms  of 
QINDARKA,  not  Qindara  as  previously  reported. 

Tentative 


Catalog  No. 


Tentative 
Value  (Unc.) 


39  5  Qindarka  Aluminum  1964 . $ - 

Obverse:  Arms  in  center,  SHQIPERI  on  top,  date  below,  four 
stars  on  each  side.  Reverse:  Value  in  center  within  wreath  of 
ears  of  corn,  5  stars  above.  Reeded  edge. 

40  10  Qindarka  Aluminum  1964 .  . 

Similar  to  above  except  for  size  and  value. 
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Service . .  •  has  been  the  secret  of  our  suc¬ 
cess  ...  it  has  placed  us  at  the 
pinnacle  of  suppliers  of  all 
numismatic  accessories  that  are 
advertised. 

We  are  prompt . . .  efficient 
Every  Whitman  product ,  of  course ! 

East  or  West  M.  MEGHRIG  &  SONS  Serves  You  Best 

In  New  York  (10003)  :  239  Park  Avenue  South,  GRamerey  3-3150 
In  Los  Angeles  (90005)  :  525  South  Western  Avenue,  DUnkirk  8-9393 


INDIVIDUAL  COIN  HOLDERS 

HIGHEST  QUALITY  FLEXIGLAS 

Over  503  other  holders  listed  in  new  catalog  #67 


#145  3x3  $1.75 

CAPITAL  PLASTICS  INC.  •  3136  Dellwood  Ave.,  N.W. 
CANTON,  OHIO  44708  Phone  (216)  477-2281 


PAGE  278 


THE  WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL.  MAY.  1967 


12  50  Qindarka  Aluminum  1964 


43  1  Lek  Aluminum  1964 . 

All  values  similar  to  above,  except  for  size  and  value. 


GHANA 

The  January,  1967  Journal  showed  four  coins  in  pesewa  denomina¬ 
tions  which  carried  the  effigy  of  Nkrumah.  The  following  pesewa  coin¬ 
age  has  no  portrait.  The  coins  themselves  will  be  illustrated  in  a 
future  issue. 

12  V2  Pesewa  Bronze  1967 . . .  . 

Obverse:  Two  “talking  drums”  in  center,  GHANA  above,  motto 
FREEDOM  AND  JUSTICE  below.  Reverse:  The  5  pointed  star 
of  Ghana  in  center,  dividing  date.  Value  written  out  above  and 
below. 

13  1  Pesewa  Bronze  1967 . . 

Similar  to  above  except  for  size  and  value. 

14  2  Y2  Pesewas  Copper-Nickel  1967 . . 

Obverse:  Cocoa  plant  in  center  within  circle,  legend  around: 
FREEDOM  AND  JUSTICE,  GHANA  on  top.  Reverse:  Arms  of 
Ghana  in  shield  form,  dividing  date.  Value  written  out  above  and 
below.  Scalloped  planchet. 

15  5  Pesewas  Copper-Nickel  1967 .  . 

Similar  to  above  except  for  size  and  value,  but  round  planchet. 

16  10  Pesewas  Copper-Nickel  1967 .  . 

Similar  to  above  except  for  size  and  value. 

17  20  Pesewas  Copper-Nickel  1967 .  . 

Similar  to  above  except  for  size  and  value. 

According  to  our  friend  Max  Yas,  new  coins  as  described  above  were 
placed  into  circulation  on  February  23rd.  There  are  also  new  1,  5  and 
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MODERN 
FOREIGN  COINS 


Australia  1966  decimal  set  I ? 

to  50?  unc.  .  2.25 

Bhutan  25,50p,  I  rupee  1966,  unc. .  1.00 

Cameroons  100  fr.  1965,  nickel,  unc..  1.25 
Comoro  Isl.  1,2,5,10,20  fr  1964.  unc..  1.50 
Germany  5  marks  Fichte  commem, 

unc .  7.00 

Monaco  10  fr.  1956,  unc. .  . 8.00 

Qatar-Dubai,  1,5,10  dirhems  1966, 
bronze,  unc.  but  not  well  colored..  .65 
Siam  I  Baht  1966,  Asian  Games,  unc.  .50 

Spain  ICO  pesetas  1966,  unc. .  3.50 

Tanzania  5,20,50?,  I  sh.  unc .  1.00 

Tanzania,  same,  brill,  proof  set 

in  case  .  10.90 

Venezuela  5?  1964,  25?, 50?  1965,  unc...  .85 


Flease  write  for  large  price  list  of 
foreign  coins.  Dealers:  write  on  letter¬ 
head  for  wholesale  list  in  quantities. 

LAUREN  BENSON 

512-K  Futnam  Bldg. 
Davenport,  Iowa  52801 


COINS  OF  THE  WORLD 

Suite  D — Milam  Building 
San  Antonio,  Texas  78205 


OUR  SPECIALTIES 

Latin  American  Crowns  &  Other  World 
Crowns 

Great  Britain  &  British  Colonies 
Central  American  Minor 
South  American  Minor 

*  OUR  SERVICES  TO  YOU  * 

-fr  Most  Conservative  Prices 
☆  Strict  Grading 
■fr  Fastest  Service 

Staff  of  Devoted 
Numismatists  Both  To 
The  Hobby  and  To  You 

Subscriptions  to  our  monthly  bulletin  of 
about  50  pages 

$2.00  by  regular  mail  or  $5.00  by 
air  mail. 

Air  mail  to  any  other  part  of  the 
world  is  $7.00 


CONTINUITY 

I'm  quite  content  to  stand  aside  and  let  modern 
proof  sets  follow  their  contrived  gyrations. 

But  when  it  comes  to  older  established  foreign 
series  I'm  keenly  competitive  as  always. 

Why  not  consult  me  if  you're  thinking  of  selling 
your  collection? 

Lists  sent  out  frequently. 

RANDOLPH  ZANDER 

P.  O.  Box  3013  Dept.  W.N.J.  Alexandria,  Virginia  22302 
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10  Cedi  notes  in  circulation.  The  new  CEDI  is  valued  at  10  Shillings 
(U.S.  $1.40)  and  replaces  the  1965  issue,  which  was  worth  8  Shillings 
4  Pence  (100  Pennies). 

INDIA — Native  State  of  Navanager 

The  following  coin  is  a  previously  unlisted  piece  from  the  Indian 
State  of  Navanager. 


Jaswant  Singh  1894-1007 


A9  IV2  Dokda  Bronze,  Samvat  Date  1956  (A.D.  1899) .  . 

Obverse:  Katar,  or  hand  dagger,  in  center.  Arcund  in  Nagari: 
“Jam  Sri  7 — ”,  roughly  meaning  ‘ruler  seven  times  blessed.” 
Reverse:  Value  in  center,  legend  around  “1*4  Dokda — 1956.” 
Specimen  and  information  courtesy  Col.  Charles  K.  Panish,  a  tiue 
expert  in  this  series. 

NATIONALIST  CHINA— FORMOSA 

Chiang  Kai-shek  80th  Birthday  Commemorative 

The  February  Journal  listed  a  new  1  Yuan  piece  as  the  Chiang 
Kai-shek  birthday  commemorative.  A  gold  coin  was  also  issued  as 
part  of  the  celebration,  and  it  is  listed  below: 


18  2000  Yuan  Gold  1966  (Year  55) . 

Obverse:  Bust  of  Chiang  to  left,  inscription  below  on  his  80th 
birthday.  Reverse:  two  cranes  (symbols  of  longevity)  and  peony 
flowers  (symbols  of  prosperity).  Value  in  Chinese  below.  Illus¬ 
tration  courtesy  Coin  World — World  Coins  publications. 
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WESTERN  JOBBER  &  DISTRIBUTOR 

We  Stock  the  Complete  Whitman  Line 

of 

COIN  and  STAMP  SUPPLIES 

WE  WHOLESALE  ONLY 

COIN  FOLDERS,  ALBUMS  and  REFERENCE  BOOKS 
STAMP  ALBUMS,  PACKETS  and  ACCESSORIES 

DROP  SHIPMENT  SERVICE 

for  your  convenience  and  maximum  profit!  Send  along 
address  labels  with  orders  and  use  this  service  any  time. 

M.  C.  CLAYTON 


MEXICAN  CROWN  SIZE  COINS. 

Arq.  Sergio  Torres  Martinez. 

S.N.M.  83- A  Apdo.  Postal  7392.  ANA  47228 

Mexico  1 ,  D.F. 

8  Reales — Morelos — F/VF — copper  .  . $  3.50 

8  Reales — Iturbide  1823 — F — silver  $30.00 

I  peso — Maximiliano  1866 — VF — silver  .....  $24.00 

Y-I5-  I  peso — Balance  1870/73 — F/VF — silver  $  6.50 

Y-I9-  8  RIs. — Rad.  Cap.  1875/97— VF+— silver  $  3.00 

Y-20-  I  peso — Rad.  Cap.  1898/1909 — VFH — silver  $  2.80 

Y-42-  I  peso — L.  on  horse  1910 — VF — silver  .  $  6.50 

Y-46-  I  peso — Rad.  Cap.  1919 — VF — silver  .  $  4.50 

Y-47-  I  peso — Rad.  Cap.  1943/45 — AU — silver  $  .85 

Y-5I-  2  peso — Comm,  of  the  lndep-1921 — VF — silver  $10.00 

Y-54-  5  peso — Cuauhtemoc  1948 — Unc — silver  .  $  2.00 

Y-66-  5  peso — Railroad — 1950 — EF — silver  .  $10.00 

Y-67-  5  peso — Hidalgo — 1951/3 — AU — silver  .  $  1.60 

Y-68-  5  peso — Comm,  of  Hgo.  1953 — AU — silver  $  2.50 

Y-73- 5  peso — Hidalgo — 1955/7 — AU — silver  .  $  1.00 

Y-74-10  peso — Hidalgo — 1956 — AU — silver  . .  $  2. CO 

Y-76-  5  peso — Comm,  of  Juarez  1957 — AU — silver  $  4.20 

Y-77-10  peso — Comm,  of  Juarez  1957 — AU — silver  $13.00 

Y-78-  5  peso — Comm,  of  Carranza — 1959 — EF — silver  $  1.50 

Y-79-10  peso — Comm,  of  Hgo  y  Madero  I960 — EF — silver  $  3.00 

— Onza  Troy — 1949 — AU — silver  $10.00 

All  kinds  of  Mexican  Coins.  Write  for  free  price  lists. 
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NICARAGUA 


It  is  reported  that  Nicaragua  has  released  a  50  Cordobas  gold  com¬ 
memorative  coin  weighing  one  ounce.  The  coins  honor  famed  Nicara¬ 
guan  poet  Ruben  Dario  and  his  effigy  is  on  the  obverse.  The  reverse 
shows  the  traditional  sun  and  mountains  design.  The  coins  were  struck 
at  the  Swiss  Federal  Mint  in  Berne. 

Dario’s  style  is  compared  with  that  of  Baudelaire  or  Edgar  Allen 
Poe. 

Information  courtesy  B.  M.  O’Hea. 

NIGER 


Shown  here  is  an  Essai  1000  Franc  coin  in  silver  from  the  Republic 
of  Niger.  No  details  are  known  as  to  the  striking  of  this  or  other  de¬ 
nominations  of  coins  for  regular  circulation.  This  one  piece  strongly 
resembles  the  non-circulating  gold  Independence  issues  of  other 
African  nations;  some  of  these  issues  have  been  reported  in  previous 
issues  of  the  Journal. 

Illustration  courtesy  B.  M.  O’Hea. 


PERU 

A  20  Sol  silver  coin  has  been  released  commemorating  the  Naval 
Battle  between  Peru  and  Spain  in  1866.  The  obverse  shows  the  sta¬ 
tue  of  Our  Lady  of  Victory  in  Lima  which  protected  the  Peruvian  fleet 
from  the  Spaniards.  The  reverse  is  similar  to  the  1965  Lima  Mint 
Commemorative.  The  coin  will  be  cataloged  and  illustrated  in  a  later 
issue. 

This  information  courtesy  B.  M.  O’Hea. 

POLAND 

The  coins  described  below  commemorate  the  1000th  anniversary  of 
the  State  of  Poland.  The  first  coin  was  officially  adopted  and  the  othei 
two  designs  were  rejected;  however,  they  are  included  and  mounted 
in  the  official  plastic  holder  and  sold  as  a  set  of  three  by  the  Polish 
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BUY-SELL 

CONFEDERATE  AND  SOUTHERN 
STATE  BONDS  AND  CURRENCY 

REFERENCE  BOOKS— 

STANDARD  WORKS 

Confederate  and  Southern  State  Cur¬ 


rency.  290  pp.,  with  prices 

of  all  notes  . 8.95 

Confederate  and  Southern  State  Bonds. 

310  pp.,  with  color  plates  and 
price  list  . 10.00 

North  American  Currency.  910  pp. 

Illus.,  Broken  Banks,  U.  S.,  Canada, 
Mexico,  etc .  15.00 


GROVER  C. 
CRISWELL 

I  Author) 

Rt.  2,  Box  112 
Dept.  W.N.J., 
Citra, 

Ocala,  Fla.  32627 


NEW  ISSUES 


SPAIN —  Perl  Per  3 

New  100  Peseta  Silver 

Unc.  Crown  .  3.95  11.00 

MONACO— 

Beautiful  10  franc  unc. 

Princess  Kelly  crown  .  8.00  21.00 

JERSEY— 

1 966  Proof  set  of  4 

in  official  case  .  8.95  25.00 

1966  Proof  CROWNS  (2) 

in  official  case  . 12.75  31.00 

SWEDEN— 

1 966  5  Kr.  commem. 

Crown  Unc.  . . .  .  2.25  5.25 


500  Different  Coins  of  the  World.  A 
very  nice  collection.  Mostly  Unc.  Cata¬ 
log  is  high.  A  good  buy  at  special  price 
of  $42.50 

Please  ask  for  Free  Lists. 

JOSEPH  J.  GOLDBERG 

223  W.  4th  St.  Dept.  W.N.J. 

Los  Angeles,  Calif.  90013 
Phone  213-626-4319  A.N.A.  25058 


1967,  15th  EDITION  STANDARD 
CATALOGUE  OF  CANADIAN 
COINS,  TOKENS  &  PAPER  MON¬ 
EY  by  J.  E.  Charlton.  The  standard 
reference  and  best  seller — 

$1.25  (In  Canada  $1.50) 

STANDARD  GRADING  GUIDE  TO  CA¬ 
NADIAN  DECIMAL  COINS.  By  James 
E.  Charlton  and  Robert  C.  Willey.  The 
most  complete,  authoritative  publication 
on  this  subject.  Includes  coins  of  Can¬ 
ada,  Newfoundland,  New  Brunswick, 
Nova  Scotia  and  Prince  Edward  Island. 

$1.75  (In  Canada  $1.95) 

Jobbers  and  Dealers  write  for  special 
quantity  price  schedule  on  these  pub¬ 
lications.  Generous  discounts.  We 
carry  a  complete  line  of  Coin  &  Stamp 
collector's  accessories. 

CHARLTON  COIN  & 
STAMP  CO..  Ltd. 

92  Jarvis  Street,  Toronto  1,  Canada 


“Progressive  Leadership” 
A.N.A.  Board  of  Governors 

I’m 

Voting  To 
Re-elect 

Ray  Byrne 

(Life  Member,  297) 

(Don't  you  hope 

everyone  does  .  .  . 

Votes  for  RAY,  that  is  .  .  .) 
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Government  Agency.  Only  the  officially  adopted  coin  will  be  given  a 
catalog  number. 


56  100  Zlotych  Silver  1966 . $10.00 

Obverse:  Standing  figures  of  the  first  King  and  Queen  of  Poland, 
elaborately  dressed.  The  King  is  holding  a  large  sword  and  a 
shield  in  front.  Both  their  names  are  below:  MIESZKO  I 
DABROWKA,  value  underneath.  At  left  is  the  name  of  the  de¬ 
signer:  J.  Goslawski.  Legend  around:  TYSIAC  LECIE  PANSTWA 
POLSKIEGO  (1000  Years  of  the  Polish  state).  Reverse:  Polish 
eagle  in  center,  Warsaw  mintmark  at  right,  legend  around: 
POLSKA  RZECZPOSPOLITA  LUDOWA  (Polish  People’s  Re¬ 
public),  1966.  All  within  circle  of  17  shields.  Plain  edge. 


—  100  Zlotych  Silver  1966 .  15.00 

Obverse:  Crowned  half  length  portraits  of  the  King  and  Queen 
to  right,  between  numerals  100;  PROBA  (pattern)  at  right, 
designer’s  name  at  left:  J.  Goslawski.  Value  on  top:  STO 
ZLOTYCH,  the  names  below:  MIESZKO  I  DABROWKA.  Reverse 
is  similar  to  the  adopted  design  above.  Edge  inscription:  1000 
LECIE  PANSTWA  POLSKIEGO. 

—  100  Zlotych  Silver  1966 .  15.00 

Obverse:  Conjoined  crowned  heads  of  the  King  and  Queen  to 
right,  PROBA  (pattern)  at  right,  value  and  names  below: 
MIESZKO  DABROWKA,  initials  below:  W.K.  Reverse:  Large 
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IS  IT  TIME  TO  SELL? 

WE  SPECIALIZE  IN  COIN  AUCTION  SALES 

WANTED— Consignments  of  Ancients,  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Collections  or 
attractive  individual  specimens. 

REASONABLE  FEES-COMPETENT  CATALOGUING-ACCURATE  GRADING 
Your  coins  may  form  an  integral  part  of  a  definitive  specialty  catalog. 

ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPTION  TO  ALL  SALES  CATALOGS  AND  PRICES,  $5.00 

^  HENRY  CHRISTENSEN 

Hudson  County  National  Bank  Bldg., 

95  River  St.,  Hoboken,  New  Jersey 

Tele.— 201-656-2266 


Is  Buying 
and  Selling 


Brilliant  Uncirculated 


UNITED  STATES 
COMMEMORATIVE  COINS 

SILVER  AND  GOLD 

W rite  for  Price  List 


HY  BROWN 

185  Main  St.,  Painesville,  Ohio  44077 
Area  Code  216-357-5544 

Send  for  our  free  coin  supply  catalogue 
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Polish  eagle  between  two  shields,  date  and  shield  below.  Legend 
around:  POLSKA  RZECZPOSPOLITA  LUDOWA.  Edge  inscrip¬ 
tion  similar  to  the  pattern  above. 

Courtesy  Lauren  Benson. 


QATAR  AND  DUBAI 


1  1  Dirhem  Bronze  1966 . 10 

Obverse:  A  prancing  Gazelle  to  right  within  a  circle  of  dots, 
Arabic  legend  below:  QATAR  AND  DUBAI.  A.D.  and  Arabic 
dates  above:  1966  and  1386.  Reverse:  Value  in  Arabic  in  the 
center,  English  legend  below:  QATAR  AND  DUBAI.  On  top  an 
ornamental  half-circle.  Plain  edge. 

2  5  Dirhem  Bronze  1966 . 15 

Similar  to  above  except  for  size  and  value. 


3  10  Dirhem  Bronze  1966 . 20 

Similar  to  above  except  for  size  and  value. 

4  25  Dirhem  Copper-Nickel  1966 . 30 
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Coming  Soon  in  the 

WHITMAN 

NUMISMATIC 

JOURNAL 

"The  Pros  and  Cons  of 
Coin  Cleaning" 

An  interesting  report  on  an  impor¬ 
tant  subject,  by  Lawrence  Block 

"A  Handful  of 
Coins  and  History" 

The  exciting  story  of  French  coin¬ 
age,  by  Esper  Fitz 

"Prisoner  of 
War  Camp  Money" 

A  detailed  listing,  by  Albert  I. 
Donn 

AND  MANY  MORE— DON'T  MISS 
A  SINGLE  ISSUE 


SILVER  DOLLARS, 
SPECIALLY  Nice  Unc. 

1878-79-80-81-82  S  mint  1883-84-85 
1898-99-1900-01-02-04  O  mint  $3.00 
ea.  The  lot  $35.00. 

1 880-8 1-85  CC  Dollars  Unc.  $53.  ea. 
These  are  choice.  1835  CC  Pr.  like 
surface  $55.00  ea. 

Last  of  my  Japanese  Invasion  notes, 
(Claimed  to  have  been  issued  for  in¬ 
vasion  of  America)  as  they  say  will 
Pay  the  bearer  $1,000.00  on  demand 
as  our  notes  do.  Set  Nine  Unc.  1  (f.  to 
$1,000  $3.00. 

Illustrated  Price  List  #33.  50 f. 

NORMAN  SHULTZ, 

Box  746  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 
84110 


New  Fourth  Edition 

MAJOR  VARIETY 
&  ODDITY  GUIDE 

128  Pages 

Revised 
Prices 

New 

Discoveries 

Simplified 
Catalog 
System 

Hundreds  of 
Photographs 

Worth  many  times  the  $2.50 
price.  Write  for  nearest  source 
to  .  .  . 

ANDERSON  NEWS 
COMPANY 

Dept.  16 

4320  Huntsville  Rd. 

Florence,  Alabama  35630 


ANCIENT  ROMAN 
MILITARY  COINS 

For  the  student  interested  in  coins 
showing  the  reverse  with  military 
trophies  or  captives. 

VETTIA 


Quin.  R/Victory  &  Trophy,  F .  9.00 

SEVERUS 

Den.  R/Captives  &  Trophy,  VF .  12.00 

SEVERUS 

Sest.  R/Captives  &  Trophy,  F .  17.00 

CARACALLA 

Den.  R/Minerva  &  Trophy,  VF .  10.00 

GETA 

Den.  R/Emperor  &  Trophy,  VF .  10.00 

T.  DECIUS 

AE  R/Captives  &  Trophy,  F .  8.00 

GALLIENUS 

Ant.  R/Captives  &  Trophy,  VF .  8.00 


If  you  are  interested  in  ancient  and  medieval 
coins,  please  send  for  my  latest  catalogue 
XVII  for  a  most  complete  offering  of  such 
coins. 

specialist  in  classical  numismatics 

JOEL  L.  MALTER 

P.  O.  Box  777,  Dept.  W.N.J. 

Venice,  California  90291 
A.N.A.  42345 
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5  50  Dirhem  Copper-Nickel  1966 . 

Both  similar  to  above  lower  values. 

Courtesy  Lauren  Benson. 

TONGA — Correction 

The  March  Journal  included  details  concerning  new  decimal  coinage 
and  paper  money  for  Tonga.  The  decimal  division  is  the  Seniti,  not 
Sentiti  as  previously  mentioned. 

WEST  GERMANY 

Gottfried  Wilhelm  Leibniz  Commemorative 


119  5  Mark  Silver  1966 .  4.00 

Obverse:  Portrait  in  center,  dates  below:  1646-1716.  Legend 
around:  GOTTFRIED  WILHELM  LEIBNIZ.  Reverse:  German 
eagle  in  center,  its  head  dividing  date  19  -  66,  at  lower  right  mint 
mark  D  for  Munich.  Legend  around:  BUNDESREPUBLIK 
DEUTSCHLAND— 5  DEUTSCHE  MARK.  Incuse  inscription 
around  the  edge:  MAGNUM  TOTIUS  GERMANIAE  DECUS.  The 
above  coin  commemorates  the  250th  anniversary  of  the  death  of 
this  great  German  philosopher.  These  specimens  were  struck  in 
.625  fine  silver,  size  29  mm.,  weight  11.2  grams.  Designers:  Claus 
and  Ursula  Homfeld. 

Courtesy  Alfons  Schneider  of  Ingolstadt,  Germany,  who  contributed 
all  information  as  well  as  submitting  the  coin  for  illustration;  also 
Hans  M.  F.  Schulman. 


Philippines  to  Establish  Security  Printing  Plant 

In  June,  1966,  a  law  was  passed  authorizing  the  Philippines  to  pro¬ 
ceed  with  plans  to  establish  a  completely  modern  printing  operation 
for  the  production  of  all  kinds  of  government  securities,  including 
banknotes.  No  target  date  was  announced  for  completion,  but  it  is 
presumed  that  some  time  soon  after  the  plant  is  in  production,  the 
job  of  printing  Philippine  banknotes  will  be  accomplished  in  that 
facility.  Philippine  notes  presently  in  circulation  are  printed  by 
Thomas  De  La  Rue  and  Company,  Limited,  in  London. 

This  information  courtesy  Numorum  Trust  Reg. 
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Colonial  Americana 

I  would  like  to  purchase  a  few  Colonial  collec¬ 
tions,  as  well  as  choice  and  rare  individual 
items.  If  you  have  any  of  this  material  avail¬ 
able,  it  will  be  worth  your  while  to  contact  me. 

Excellent  offerings  of  early 
U.S.  coins,  colonials  and 
paper  money  for  type  collec¬ 
tors  and  die  variety  special¬ 
ists.  Available  in  almost  all 
grades,  average  to  top  condi¬ 
tion. 


WANT  LISTS  INVITED  —  PROMPT  RESPONSE 


We  specialize  in  servicing  critical  collectors  and  invite 

careful  inspection  of  our  approval 
selections.  We  assemble  sets  of  colo¬ 
nial  coins  and  paper  money  to  spe¬ 
cial  order  for  the  individual  collector. 
May  we  have  references,  please? 


Let  me  make  offers  for  your  nice 
early  U.S.  and  colonial  coins.  You 
will  be  pleasantly  surprised. 


1965  Reprint,  Crosby's  Early  Coins  of  America,  postpaid  $12.50 
Early  Paper  Money  of  America,  by  Eric  P.  Newman,  postpaid  $15.00 


RICHARD  PICKER 


Specializing  in  early  United  States  and  Colonials 


A.N.A.  — A.N.S. 
Telephone  516  MAyfair  1-0763 
P.O.  Box  123 
Albertson,  N.Y.  11507 


You  buy  with  authority  when  you  buy  from  a  specialist 
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OUTER  MONGOLIA 

A  new  issue  of  paper  money  has  replaced  the  issue  of  1955  shown  in 
the  May,  1964  Journal. 

All  are  dated  1966,  and  all  have  red  serial  numbers. 


1  Tukhrik 

Face:  Arms  at  left,  light  brown  print  with  green  background  in 
center. 

Back:  Geometric  lathework  and  inscription,  multicolor  center,  liglii 
brown  and  green  print. 

Size:  120  x  58  mm.  (4%  x  214  inches). 

3  Tukhrik 

Face:  Bust  of  Suhe  Bator  at  right,  arms  at  upper  left.  Green  print 
light  background  in  center. 

Back:  As  the  1  Tukhrik;  light  green  print  with  pink  center. 

Size:  126  x  62  mm.  (4  15/16  x  2  7/16  inches). 

5  Tukhrik 

Face:  As  the  above  3  Tukhrik.  Blue  print,  light  green  background 
in  center. 
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Back:  As  the  above  values;  light  blue  print,  green  center. 

Size:  126  x  62  mm.  (4  15/16  x  2  7/16  inches). 

10  Tukhrik 

Face:  as  above.  Dark  reddish  tan  print,  light  blue  background  in 
center. 

Back:  As  above.  Light  tan  print,  blue  center. 

Size:  130  x  62  mm.  (5%  x  2  7/16  inches). 


25  Tukhrik 

Face:  As  above.  Purple  print,  light  green  background  in  center. 
Back:  As  above.  Purple  print,  light  green  center. 

Size:  130  x  62  mm.  (5%  x  2  7/16  inches). 


50  Tukhrik 

Face:  As  above.  Green  print,  gold  background  in  center. 

Back:  Vignette  of  government  building  in  upper  center,  multicolor 
lathework  and  value  below.  Green  print,  gold  center,  corner  num¬ 
erals  in  white  on  red  background. 

Size:  141  x  65  mm.  (5  9/16  x  2  9/16  inches. 
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100  Tukhrik 

Face:  As  above.  Brown  print,  light  blue  background  in  center. 


Back:  As  above  50  Tukhrik.  Brown  print,  blue  center,  corner  nu¬ 
merals  on  red  background. 

Size:  151  x  66  mm.  (5  x  15/16  x  2  9/16  inches). 

Notes  submitted  courtesy  Albei  t  I.  Donn  and  the  International  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Hartford  National  Bank  and  Trust  Co.,  Hartford,  Conn. 


cM-edp-eAia  Alt 

2219  St.  James  Place  Dept.  W.N.J.  LOcust  7-6533  Philadelphia  3,  Pa. 

COINS  CONFIRM  HISTORY 

MANUEL  JI  PALAEOLOGUS,  EMPEROR.  Argenteus  (V2  size), 
1402-21.  Bust  of  Manuel.  Rv.  Bust  of  Christ.  VF  30.00 

At  one  time  hostage  at  the  court  of  Bayezid,  Manuel  tried  to 
enlist  the  help  of  the  West  in  defending  his  diminished  empire 
against  the  Turks.  Partially  successful,  he  ended  his  life  paying 
tribute  to  the  Sultan.  He  was  the  third-to-last  Byzantine  Emperor 
and  within  30  years  his  city  was  taken  by  the  Turks.  His  coins, 
crudely  struck,  betray  the  sad  state  of  the  empire  confirmed  by 
all  other  sources. 

W e  issue  quarterly  the  H ESPERI A  ART  BULLETIN,  a  profusely  illus¬ 
trated  catalog  of  selections  from  our  stock  of  ancient  coins  and  Greek 
and  Roman  antiquities.  Subscription:  two  dollars  for  four  issues.  Trial 
copy  sent  free  on  request. 
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WHITMAN  PUBLISHI? 


CO.  ANNOUNCES  THE 
Vis  11 .  UNIQUE 9 

PART  1  OE  THE 
Ollt HONS  -  WHITMAN 
i  STAMP  CATALOGUE 


On  November  10,  1865,  Mr.  E.  Stanley  Gibbons,  a  stamp 
dealer  doing  a  modest  business  at  15  Treville  Street, 
Plymouth,  England,  published  his  first  stamp  catalogue. 

In  the  102  years  since  then  the  firm  of  Stanley  Gibbons 
Ltd.  of  London,  England,  has  played  a  dominant  role  in 
world  philately.  Their  catalogues,  worldwide,  are  considered 
the  definitive  authority  on  the  values  and  descriptions  of 
stamps  of  all  nations. 

Now  this  famous  firm  has  joined  hands  with  Whitman 
Publishing  Company  of  Racine,  Wisconsin.  Together  they 
will  publish  and  distribute  in  the  United  States  the 

Gibbons-Whitman  Stamp  Catalogue 

Part  I  of  the  Gibbons-Whitman  postage  stamp  catalogue,  to 
appear  about  August  20,  1967,  will  include  the  stamps  of 
the  United  States  and  Possessions,  United  Kingdom  and 
the  British  Commonwealth  and  United  Nations.  All  stamps 
listed  will  have  the  stock  backing  of  Stanley  Gibbons'  Lon¬ 
don  facilities. 

The  Gibbons-Whitman  Catalogue  w  ill  have  these  features: 
All  U.  S.  stamps  will  be  renumbered  following  the  new, 
expanded  Gibbons-Whitman  system 
All  prices  and  valuations  will  be  in  dollars  and  cents 
All  U.  S.  stamps  from  1890  to  date  will  show  a  per¬ 
centage  of  increase  for  condition,  printed  in  red 
Many  stamps  will  have  new,  sharper  illustrations.  All 
illustrations  will  be  actual  size 

Many  stamps  will  have  new,  updated  descriptive  copy 

Monthly  supplements  to  the  Gibbons-Whitman  Catalogue 
will  appear  in  the  Gibbons-Whitman  Magazine  which  will 
be  available  by  subscription  and  at  your  stamp  dealer. 


WHITMAN  PUBLISHING  COMPANY 
Racine,  Wisconsin 


Money  of 


Treasure  trove  of  the  Viking:  Age.  Coins  are  mostly  silver  pieces  of  the  tenth  century. 
Note  the  Viking  King  Money.  (Photo  courtesy  University  of  Oslo) 


PAGE  296 


THE  WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL.  MAY,  1967 


the  Vikings 

A  HISTORY  IN  CAPSULE  FORM 


by  Hubert  Obojski 


*, 


Viking's,  the  bold  seamen  who 
descended  from  the  coasts  of  Den¬ 
mark,  Norway  and  Sweden  to 
ravage  and  plunder  on  the  north¬ 
ern  seas  and  off  the  coast  of 
Great  Britain,  wrote  many  color¬ 
ful  chapters  of  numismatic  his¬ 
tory. 

I  was  prompted  to  write  this 
brief  survey  of  Viking  coins  be¬ 
cause  of  several  trips  I’ve  made 
to  Scandinavia  within  recent 
years,  the  last  coming  in  the  sum¬ 
mer  of  1965.  The  visits  included 
Norway,  Denmark  and  Sweden. 
After  having  gone  through  these 
countries’  national  numismatic 
collections  at  Oslo,  Copenhagen 
and  Stockholm,  I  became  imbued 
with  enough  of  the  Viking  tradi¬ 
tion  to  feel  impelled  to  write 
something.  I’ve  also  had  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  view  considerable 
Viking  material  at  the  University 
of  Lund  Museum  in  Sweden,  the 
Royal  Scottish  Museum  in  Edin¬ 
burgh,  and  the  British  Museum 
in  London. 

Perhaps  before  we  describe 
coins  both  used  and  struck  by  the 


Vikings,  we  should  first  give  a 
brief  history  of  this  fierce  and 
daring  race.  The  Vikings,  also 
known  as  “Norsemen,”  “North¬ 
men”  and  “Normans,”  flourished 
for  a  period  of  more  than  three 
centuries,  from  the  late  700’s  at 
least  through  much  of  the  elev¬ 
enth  century.  The  root  word 
“Vik”  comes  from  the  Icelandic 
and  means  “bay.”  Literally  Vik¬ 
ings  were  seamen  who  lived  in 
bays  and  periodically  came  out 
to  plunder  neighboring  coasts. 

Vikings  were  mostly  Danes  and 
Norwegians,  while  the  Swedish 
Norsemen  directed  their  energies 
toward  the  eastern  Baltic  lands 
and  penetrated  into  Persia.  They 
frequently  menaced  the  Byzan¬ 
tine  capital  of  Constantinople, 
and  founded  a  kingdom  at  Nov¬ 
gorod  on  the  Volkhov  River  in 
862. 

The  Vikings  were  brave  sailors 
and  constructed  strong  ships  in 
which  they  gradually  reached 
farther  and  farther,  and  by  the 
middle  of  the  ninth  century  they 
gained  their  spoils  as  far  south  as 
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the  Mediterranean.  In  England 
they  were  referred  to  as  “ East- 
men”  and  “Danes.”  In  France, 
where  Charles  the  Simple  (893- 
923)  allowed  them  to  make  their 
home  with  the  understanding  that 
they  should  befriend  him  and 
Christianity,  they  received  the 
name  of  “Normans.”  However, 
the  term  most  generally  used  for 
the  Vikings  was  “Norsemen.” 

One  of  the  most  famous  Vik¬ 
ings,  of  course,  was  Leif  Ericson, 
son  of  Eric  the  Red,  who  discov¬ 
ered  the  coast  of  America  in  1000. 
Leif  was  a  Norwegian  Viking. 

Numismatists  have  long  been 
fascinated  by  coins  of  the  Vikings 
and  this  keen  interest  has  been 
heightened  by  the  fact  that  hoards 
of  their  moneys  have  been  uncov¬ 
ered  through  the  centuries.  When 
a  Viking  leader  died,  his  ship  was 
hauled  up  on  shore.  A  burial 
chamber  was  constructed  inside 
and  there  the  king  was  laid  to 
rest,  together  with  his  favorite 
belongings.  His  followers  set  the 
vessel  in  a  deep  grave  and  cov¬ 
ered  it  with  a  huge  mound.  Count¬ 
less  thousands  of  coins  have  been 
found  in  these  burial  chambers 
across  the  length  and  breadth  of 
the  lands  in  which  the  Vikings 
flourished. 

Numismatic  scholars  from  the 
Scandinavian  capitals  of  Copen¬ 
hagen,  Oslo  and  Stockholm  are 
continually  occupied  with  finds  of 
Viking  coins,  studying  them  in 
the  light  of  history,  and  finally 
cataloguing  them.  The  full  story 
of  Viking  moneys  has  yet  to  be 
revealed. 

We’ve  pointed  out  in  previous 
articles  on  Scandinavian  numis¬ 
matics  that  a  wide  range  of  primi¬ 
tive  or  “odd  and  curious”  moneys 
was  utilized  by  the  Vikings.  Dan¬ 
ish  Vikings  used  rings  and  gold 
and  silver  bars  for  commercial 


transactions.  Often  this  money 
was  carried  about  since  the  large 
silver  rings  were  worn  on  the 
head  or  neck.  This  was  a  common 
type  of  money  in  the  eighth,  ninth 
and  tenth  centuries  because  it 
was  not  till  about  1000  A.D.  that 
King  Swend  Tweskideg,  father 
of  King  Canute,  began  to  coin 
money  in  Denmark.  From  that 
time  on,  coins  began  to  predom¬ 
inate  as  a  medium  of  exchange 
among  the  Vikings. 

Swedish  Vikings  depended  at 
least  partially  upon  cattle,  cloth 
and  skins  as  currency  for  many 
years  since  Sweden  did  not  issue 
coined  money  on  any  significant 
scale  until  the  eleventh  century. 
Fines  and  debts  were  usually  ex¬ 
pressed  in  terms  of  cattle.  Fox 
and  bear  skins  commanded  par¬ 
ticularly  high  values.  Gold  wire 
as  well  as  gold  and  silver  rings 
served  as  currency. 

Norwegian  Vikings  utilized 
cloth,  cattle,  butter,  gold  rings 
and  wire,  iron  bars,  and  an  assort¬ 
ment  of  other  objects  for  cur¬ 
rency.  Under  the  laws  of  King 
Haakon  the  Good,  (935-61),  for 
example,  fines  were  payable  in 
cows,  provided  they  were  not  too 
old,  in  cloth,  or  in  weapons.  In  his 
celebrated  book  Primitive  Money: 
In  Its  Ethnological ,  Historial  and 
Economic  Aspects  (London, 
1951),  Paul  Einzig  said  that  but¬ 
ter  was  used  for  valuation  in 
many  commercial  documents,  the 
unit  being  a  basket.  Rents  were 
often  payable  wholly  or  partly 
in  butter. 

Gold  rings  were  widely  circu¬ 
lated,  and  by  1220  a  Norse  law 
was  enacted  which  required  each 
ring  of  a  series  to  be  of  a  definite 
weight.  Large  amounts  of  money 
involved  in  major  commercial 
transactions  were  expressed  in 
rings.  The  terms  “ring-breaker” 
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or  “gold-breaker”  applied  in  the 
old  Norse  language  to  rich  and 
generous  men.  The  fine  for  homi¬ 
cide  among  the  Vikings  was  three 
gold  rings.  This  was  considered  a 
heavy  penalty! 


*  *  * 


From  a  broad  viewpoint,  Viking 
coins  constitute  the  early  issues 
of  three  countries:  Denmark, 
Sweden  and  Norway.  However, 
Viking  influence  over  England 
during  the  Middle  Ages  is  of 
great  significance,  and  English 
and  Viking  coinage  is  pretty 
much  bound  together  during  this 
period. 

The  Danish  Vikings  in  particu¬ 
lar  colored  the  early  history  of 
England.  England  for  centuries 
was  a  weak  and  divided  country, 
ripe  for  attack  from  overseas. 


seven.  This  year,  827,  dates  the 
foundation  of  the  kingdom  of 
England.  (With  only  six  excep¬ 
tions,  all  the  rulers  of  England 
during  the  ensuing  eleven  cen¬ 
turies  have  been  descendants  of 
this  Wessex  king.) 

One  of  the  chief  tasks  of  these 
early  kings  was  to  fight  the  Dan¬ 
ish  Vikings,  who  were  constantly 
struggling  for  a  foothold  in  the 
island.  Alfred  (871-99),  the 
greatest  of  the  Saxon  kings,  man¬ 
aged  to  defeat  the  Danes  several 
times  and  kept  them  confined  to 
the  eastern  part  of  his  kingdom. 
But  by  the  beginning  of  the  elev¬ 
enth  century  the  Danes,  rein¬ 
forced  by  fresh  hordes  from  the 
Continent — including  Norwegian 
and  Swedish  Vikings — had  over¬ 
spread  England,  and  four  Danish 
kings  —  Sweyn,  Canute,  Harold 
and  Hardicanute — ruled  in  suc¬ 
cession.  After  Hardicanute’s 
death  in  1041,  the  throne  fell  to  a 


Stycas  of  Kanred  of  Northumbria,  806-41,  each  mounted  on  a  weight.  An  example  of  a 
Viking  coin  struck  in  England.  (Photo  courtesy  University  of  Oslo) 


The  Angles  and  Saxons  gradu¬ 
ally  partitioned  the  land  into 
seven  kingdoms,  and  by  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  ninth  century  Eg¬ 
bert,  king  of  Wessex,  succeeded 
in  making  himself  master  of  all 


Saxon,  Edward  the  Confessor, 
who  reigned  until  1066. 

Viking  invaders  also  sailed  over 
to  Ireland,  where  they  operated  a 
mint  at  Dublin  from  perhaps  late 
in  the  tenth  century  till  the  first 
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quarter  of  the  twelfth.  Coins 
struck  at  the  Viking-established 
Dublin  Mint  are  described  in  some 
detail  in  Michael  Dolley’s  new 
book,  Viking  Coins  of  the  Dane¬ 
law  and  of  Dublin  (London,  The 
British  Museum,  1965). 

The  term  “Danelaw”  simply 
means  Danish  supremacy  over 
England,  with  Danelaw  being 
centered  primarily  in  Eastern 
England.  The  primary  Danish- 
controlled  mints  were  those  at 
London  and  York.  At  first,  dur¬ 
ing  the  latter  half  of  the  ninth, 
and  early  tenth  centuries,  the 
Danes  relied  upon  the  London 
Mint  for  currency,  but  then 
switched  operations  mainly  to 
the  York  Mint. 

Silver  pennies  and  half-pennies 
were  the  mainstays  of  Viking- 
dominated  coinage  in  England 
during  this  period.  Robert  Fried- 
berg  in  his  Coins  of  the  British 
World  (New  York,  1962)  lists 
coins  of  no  less  than  15  Viking 
rulers,  major  and  minor,  who  is¬ 
sued  coins  in  England  between 
872  and  950  A.D.  One  of  the 
rarest  pieces  is  the  silver  penny 
of  Halfdene  (872-77)  with  the 
obverse  showing  two  kings  seated. 
Reverse  has  the  monogram  of  the 
London  Mint. 

The  silver  penny  of  Canute 
(880-90)  has  on  obverse  a  patri- 
archial  cross  and  the  king’s  name, 
while  reverse  shows  an  orna¬ 
mented  cross  and  the  inscription 
of  the  York  Mint. 

The  silver  penny  of  Reginald  II 
(942-44)  features  the  king’s  bust 
on  obverse,  and  on  reverse,  the 
monogram  of  Charlemagne,  King 
of  the  Franks  and  Holy  Roman 
emperor. 

Danish  Vikings  had  penetrated 
England  to  its  northern  extremity 
at  Northumbria  and  they  issued 
countless  specimens  of  coins  from 


this  province.  This  writer  ac¬ 
quired  recently  a  coin  typical  of 
this  period  and  area,  a  silver 
penny  of  Eanred  (reigned  in 
Northumbria,  806-41).  Obverse 
has  the  king’s  inscription  and  the 
reverse  an  ornamented  cross. 

We  should  emphasize  at  this 
point  that  the  great  period  of 
Danish  Viking  ascendancy  over 
England  occurred  between  1017- 
41  when  the  four  previously  men¬ 
tioned  Danish  kings  held  power. 
Coins  of  those  four  Danes,  Sweyn, 
Canute,  Harold  and  Hardicanute, 
not  only  circulated  throughout 
England,  but  also  saw  service  in 
widely  scattered  port  cities  across 
the  European  continent. 

The  Vikings  were  so  bold,  am¬ 
bitious  and  wide-ranging  that 
they  also  occupied  for  long  peri¬ 
ods  the  Orkney,  Shetland  and 
Faeroe  Islands,  as  well  as  Ice¬ 
land.  Coins  they  circulated  have 
been  found  in  abundant  quantities 
on  these  islands. 

After  the  Norman  Conquest  in 
1066,  England  began  to  emerge 
as  a  great  independent  power, 
with  the  consequent  decline  of 
Viking  influence. 

A  key  point  in  this  discussion 
should  be  that  through  the  Vik¬ 
ings  the  Anglo-Saxon  moneyers 
had  great  influence  on  the  coin¬ 
age  of  Scandinavian  countries. 
For  example,  shown  here  is  a 
silver  penny  of  the  English  king 
Aethelred  “The  Unready”  (979- 
1016)  which  was  widely  circu¬ 
lated  throughout  Norway  and 
Denmark. 

It  can  be  readily  seen  that  coins 
of  England,  Denmark,  Norway 
and  Sweden  struck  during  this 
period  have  similar  character¬ 
istics.  The  bust  portraits  on  ob¬ 
verse  follow  approximately  the 
same  artistic  lines,  while  the 
crosses  symbolizing  Christianity 
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have  clear  resemblances. 

Kolbjorn  Skaare  in  his  book 
Viking  (University  of  Oslo  Press, 
1962),  credits  the  English  with 
teaching  the  Vikings  a  great  deal 
as  to  the  intricacies  of  minting 
coins.  Professor  Skaare  also  em¬ 
phasizes  that  coins  struck  and 
circulated  during  the  Viking  Age 
began  to  play  a  major  role  in  the 


Acthclred  II  silver  penny,  minted  circa 
991-97,  the  first  Anglo-Saxon  coin  type 
to  be  brought  over  to  Scandinavia  in  large 
quantities.  English  coins  brought  home 
by  the  seafaring  Vikings  were  to  have 
significant  influence  in  the  design  of 
coins  issued  by  Scandinavian  countries. 
(Photo  courtesy  University  of  Oslo) 


commercial  development  of  Eu¬ 
rope  as  a  whole.  In  the  conclusion 
of  his  study  he  wrote:  “The  im¬ 
port  of  Anglo-Saxon  coins  into 
Norway  provides  a  great  deal  of 
information  about  the  relations 
between  Britain  and  Norway  dur¬ 
ing  the  Viking  Age.  .  .  .  Through 
the  English,  the  Norwegian  Vik¬ 
ings — as  well  as  the  Danes — 
learned  to  rely  upon  silver  coins 
as  a  handy  medium  of  exchange 
.  .  .  The  lively  circulation  of  Vik¬ 
ing  Age  coins  clearly  indicates 
that  European  commerce  between 
many  nations  began  to  accelerate 
at  a  rapid  pace.  ...  In  many 
cases  of  Scandinavian  coins,  Eng¬ 
lish  specimens  were  used  as  proto¬ 
types  during  the  entire  Viking 
period.” 

The  word  “CRUX”  spaced  in 
the  corners  of  a  cross  is  undoubt¬ 


edly  one  of  the  easiest  methods 
by  which  to  spot  a  Viking  coin. 


*  *  * 


From  a  historic  viewpoint, 
there  is  no  question  that  the 
Vikings,  as  dogged  seamen,  spread 
Scandinavian  culture  throughout 
the  Western  world.  And  as  trad¬ 
ers,  they  placed  the  coins  of  Den¬ 
mark,  Norway  and  Sweden  into 
the  mainstream  of  world  com¬ 
merce.  Let  us  now  briefly  con¬ 
sider  Viking  Age  coins  and  cur¬ 
rencies  issued  under  the  aegis  of 
these  three  countries. 

Denmark:  The  four  Danish 
kings  who  ruled  England  during 
much  of  the  first  half  of  the  elev¬ 
enth  century  (Sweyn,  Canute, 
Harold  and  Hardicanute)  issued 
coins  for  circulation  throughout 
England  as  well  as  Denmark. 
Coins  of  Canute  the  Great  (1017- 
35)  were  also  circulated  through¬ 
out  his  conquered  provinces  of 
Norway  and  Scotland.  The  Danish 
Vikings  reached  their  peak  of 


Bronze  penny  of  Eric  Blood  Axe,  King 
of  Norway,  struck  circa  952-54.  Haakon  I, 
the  Good,  was  in  power  when  this  speci¬ 
men  was  issued,  almost  twenty  years 
after  Eric’s  death.  (Enlarged  photo 
courtesy  University  of  Oslo) 
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power  during  his  era. 

Norway:  Norwegian  Vikings 
probably  reached  their  greatest 
and  most  picturesque  moments 
under  such  kings  as  Harold  Haar- 
fager  (863-930)  and  Eric  Blodox, 
“Blood  Axe,”  (930-34).  Rings, 
gold  wire,  and  other  assorted  cur¬ 
rencies  were  utilized  by  Vikings 
of  this  era  since  coins  were  still 
quite  scarce. 

Sweden:  Though  the  Swedish 
Vikings  concentrated  a  great  deal 
of  their  energies  to  the  east — as 
far  east  as  Constantinople  and 
Novgorod,  as  we’ve  indicated 
earlier — they  still  sent  out  ships 
to  roam  lands  washed  by  the 
North  Sea.  Coins  of  the  Swedish 
kings  Olof  Skotkonung  (995- 
1022)  and  Anund  Jacob  (1022- 
50)  were  widely  circulated  by 
Swedish  Vikings  during  this  pe¬ 
riod  of  the  great  sea  rovers.  The 
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Northmen  from  Sweden  during 
the  ninth  and  tenth  centuries  had 
occupied  a  good  part  of  the  south¬ 
ern  coasts  of  the  Baltic  Sea  and 
in  Russia  had  developed  a  power¬ 
ful  province  with  its  capital  at 
Kiev.  Swedish  coins  and  cur¬ 
rency  rings  have  been  frequently 
turned  up  by  archeologists  in  this 
part  of  Russia. 

4*  ¥  *1* 

Before  closing  we  must  not  fail 
to  mention  that  the  Norwegian 
Viking  Eric  the  Red  founded  a 
settlement  in  Greenland  in  985. 
His  son  Leif  Erickson,  who  was 
born  in  Iceland,  introduced  Chris¬ 
tianity  there  soon  afterward,  but 
became  more  famous  for  his 
voyage  of  discovery  to  North 
America  in  1000. 

Leif  Ericson’s  colony  “Vinland” 
reputedly  was  situated  in  what 
is  now  Massachusetts.  However, 
the  existence  of  Vinland  still  con¬ 
stitutes  a  mystery  in  the  annals 
of  history  because  of  a  lack  of 
any  type  of  definitive  records. 
Further,  we  can  only  speculate  as 
to  the  kind  of  currencies  that 
Leif  and  his  crew  utilized. 

In  conclusion,  we  might  point 
out  that  moneys  of  the  Vikings 
fall  into  two  major  categories — 
those  coins  and  currencies  which 
they  brought  with  them  from 
home  and  circulated  widely,  and 
those  pieces  which  they  struck 
overseas,  especially  in  English 
and  Irish  mints.  The  Vikings 
have  unquestionably  added  a 
great  deal  of  romance  to  world 
history  and  have  also  contributed 
significantly  to  numismatic  lore. 
And  coins  of  the  Viking  Age  are 
still  so  numerous  and  readily 
available  today  that  numismatists 
of  even  the  most  modest  means 
have  the  opportunity  to  build  up 
representative  collections. 
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Canadian  l  wen ty-five  Cent 


iece 


The  twenty-five  cent  piece  was 
first  coined  for  Canada  in  1870. 
The  twenty-cent.  piece  was  not 
popular  because  it  was  too  easily 
confused  with  the  American  quar¬ 
ter  dollar,  which  was  plentiful  in 


The  twenty-cent  piece 
was  struck  in  1858  only. 


circulation  a  century  ago.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  it  was  decided  to  re¬ 
place  the  twenty-cent  piece  with 
a  quarter  dollar,  or  twenty-five 
cent  piece.  At  the  same  time  the 
first  Canadian  fractional  paper 
money  was  issued.  This  took  the 
form  of  twenty-five  cent  notes. 
These  notes  made  it  easier  for 
the  Royal  Mint  to  supply  the  Ca¬ 
nadian  need  for  a  silver  coinage, 
and  their  circulation  was  used  by 
the  government  as  a  means  of 
measuring  the  country’s  require¬ 
ments  of  silver  coin. 

The  twenty-five  cent  piece  was 
struck  in  sterling  silver  (.925  fine) 
and  weighs  exactly  90  grains.  It 
was  struck  chiefly  at  the  Royal 
Mint,  but  in  certain  years  it  was 


also  struck  at  the  Heaton  mint  in 
Birmingham.  These  mintages  are 
distinguished  by  a  small  H  under 
the  tie  of  the  wreath  on  the  re¬ 
verse. 

The  coin  was  designed  by  L.  C. 
Wyon.  The  obverse  shows  a  dia¬ 
demed,  filleted  head  of  Queen  Vic¬ 
toria,  adapted  from  a  bust  by  Wil¬ 
liam  Theed.  The  reverse  bears  the 
value  and  date  in  three  lines  in  a 


wreath  of  maple  leaves  sur¬ 
mounted  by  St.  Edward’s  Crown. 
The  obverse  was  redrawn  in  1885 
to  keep  pace  with  the  queen’s  ad¬ 
vancing  years.  The  first  die  shows 
a  head  with  a  smooth,  rounded 
chin  and  prominent  lips.  The  back 
of  the  ear  lobe,  protruding  from 
the  hair,  has  a  straight  outline. 
This  obverse  was  used  from  1870 
to  1888.  The  second,  in  use  from 
1885  to  1901,  shows  a  slightly 
older  head  with  a  fuller  cheek  and 
a  slight  double  chin.  The  upper 
lip  is  less  prominent.  The  back  of 
the  ear  lobe  has  a  curved  outline. 
There  is  more  hair  extending 
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1880  H  narrow  0 


Wide  0 


from  below  the  fillet  at  the  back 
of  the  neck. 

There  are  a  few  minor  varie¬ 
ties,  the  most  prominent  being  in 
1880,  when  the  coins  were  made 
with  a  wide  or  narrow  O  in  the 
date.  There  are  variations  in  the 
spacing  and  alignment  of  inscrip¬ 
tions  and  dates  in  every  year. 
Double  and  re-cut  letters  are 
known  for  many  dates.  An  over¬ 
date  1886  over  5  was  offered  in 
the  58th  New  Netherlands  Sale. 
(Lot  684). 


The  twenty-five  cent  piece  of 
Edward  VII  shows  on  the  obverse 
a  crowned  robed  bust  of  the  king 
to  right,  designed  by  G.  W.  de 
Saulles.  The  reverse,  designed  by 
W.  H.  J.  Blakemore,  bears  the 
value  and  date  and  the  word 
CANADA  in  four  lines  in  a 
wreath  of  maple  leaves  sur¬ 
mounted  by  the  Imperial  State 
Crown.  The  coins  were  struck  at 
the  Royal  Mint  from  1902  to  1907, 
at  the  Heaton  mint  in  1902,  and 
at  Ottawa  from  1908  to  1910.  The 
issues  from  1902  to  1907  have 
upset  reverses,  while  those  from 
1908  to  1910  have  straight  re¬ 
verses.  The  Heaton  coins  show 
the  usual  H  under  the  tie  of  the 
wreath. 


The  issues  of  1902  to  1905  show 
markedly  convex  obverses,  which 
make  it  very  difficult  to  obtain  the 
coins  VF  or  better.  In  order  to 
obtain  a  good  impression  from  the 
reverse  die,  it  was  necessary  to 
make  it  convex.  This  produced  a 
concave  reverse  on  the  coin.  As  a 
result  the  reverse  is  almost  al¬ 
ways  in  better  condition  than  the 
obverse.  After  1906  the  coins  are 
flat. 

The  coinage  of  George  V  bears 
Sir  Bertram  Mackennal’s  crowned 
and  robed  bust  of  the  king  to  the 
left  on  the  obverse.  Blakemore’s 
reverse  continued  in  use.  In  most 
years  the  reverse  is  slightly  con¬ 
vex.  In  1911  the  words  “Dei  Gra¬ 
tia”  were  not  included  in  the  Roy¬ 


al  titles.  Because  of  public  pro¬ 
test  they  were  restored  to  the 
coinage  the  following  year. 

In  1920  a  sudden  rise  in  the 
price  of  silver  forced  a  reduction 
of  the  fineness  of  the  coinage  to 
.800.  There  was  no  change  in 
weight.  Because  of  unsettled 
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world  financial  conditions  the 
price  of  silver  fluctuated  wildly, 
and  coinage  was  discontinued  aft¬ 
er  1921  until  1927.  Coinage  was 
resumed  in  1927,  and  has  contin¬ 
ued  every  year  since. 

King  George  V  died  in  1936  and 
was  succeeded  by  his  son  Edward 
VIII.  The  types  of  George  V  were 
used  for  the  coinage  of  1936  pend¬ 
ing  the  completion  of  dies  for  Ed¬ 
ward  VIII.  When  Edward  abdi¬ 
cated  in  favour  of  his  brother 
George  VI,  these  dies  were  de¬ 
stroyed  and  ne*y  ones  begun  for 
George  VI.  To  meet  a  demand  for 
twenty-five  cent  pieces,  a  small 
hole  was  punched  in  the  bottom 


of  the  reverse  die  of  1936  and  an 
extra  issue  struck  off  from  the 
dies.  This  hole,  punched  to  distin¬ 
guish  the  extra  coinage  from  the 
regular  issue  of  1936,  produced  a 
small  dot  in  the  field  below  the  tie 
of  the  wreath,  geometrically  cen¬ 
tered.  Unlike  the  cents  and  ten- 
cent  pieces  struck  from  similarly 
treated  dies,  the  twenty-five  cent 
pieces  all  show  the  dot.  Though 
the  issue  is  small,  it  is  not  rare. 
The  dot,  being  protected  by  the 
tie  of  the  wreath,  which  is  in 
higher  relief,  is  readily  seen  on 
specimens  showing  considerable 
wear. 

The  twenty-five  cent  piece  of 
King  George  VI  shows  T.  Hum¬ 
phrey  Paget’s  head  of  the  king  on 
the  obverse,  with  a  reverse  de¬ 
picting  the  head  of  a  caribou,  de¬ 
signed  by  Emmanuel  Hahn.  The 


style  is  characterised  by  a  bold 
treatment  of  the  type,  with  only 
major  details  being  shown. 

The  coinage  ran  from  1937  to 
1952,  with  very  few  significant 
variations.  During  the  war  years 
there  were  numerous  small  die 
flaws  resulting  from  hasty  work 
by  inexperienced  personnel  to 
meet  increased  coinage  require¬ 
ments.  In  1947  India  became  in¬ 
dependent,  and  the  king  relin¬ 
quished  his  Imperial  title.  This 
made  it  necessary  to  prepare  new 
dies  with  the  new  titles,  which 
took  time.  There  was  a  further 
demand  for  coins,  which  the  mint 
met  by  punching  a  small  maple 


leaf  after  the  date  on  the  reverse 
die.  The  new  obverse  dies  arrived 
in  mid-1948,  and  were  used  till 
the  end  of  the  reign. 

The  coinage  of  Elizabeth  II  be¬ 
gan  in  1953.  The  obverse  bore  a 
laureate  draped  bust  of  the  queen 
to  right,  designed  by  Mary  Gil- 
lick.  Emmanuel  Hahn’s  reverse 
was  continued.  The  first  issues  of 
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1953  proved  unsatisfactory  be¬ 
cause  of  low  relief,  and  the  ob¬ 


verse  die  was  retouched.  The  lines 
of  the  hair  over  the  temple,  the 
leaves  of  the  laurel  wreath,  and 
the  lines  of  the  drapery  over  the 
queen’s  shoulder  were  more  deep¬ 
ly  cut.  This  retouched  die  is 
known  among  collectors  as  the 
“shoulder  strap”  die,  and  was 
used  every  year  afterward  till 
1964. 


with  the  result  that  the  twenty- 
five  cent  pieces  of  1954  and  1955 
are  difficult  to  obtain  VF  or  bet¬ 
ter.  There  are  no  major  varieties 
of  the  coinage  of  1953-64  other 
than  the  change  in  the  obverse 
die. 


The  1953  “shoulder  strap”  variety  with 
wider  rim  is  also  characterized  by  a 
smaller  date  than  the  first  issue. 


In  1953  it  was  necessary  to 
make  the  twenty-five  cent  piece  a 
little  larger  to  facilitate  its  use  in 
pay  telephones  and  other  coin- 
operated  machines,  most  of  which 
are  made  in  the  United  States. 
The  rim  was  widened  and  the 
coin  made  a  little  thinner,  thus 
maintaining  the  same  weight. 
This  resulted  in  rather  low  relief, 


In  1965  a  new  diademed,  draped 
bust  of  the  queen,  slightly  older, 
was  introduced  on  the  coinage.  It 
is  the  work  of  Arnold  Machin, 
and  is  in  somewhat  higher  relief. 
Emmanuel  Hahn’s  reverse  was 
continued  for  the  coinage  of  1965 
and  1966.  In  1967  Machin’s  new 


obverse  has  been  combined  with 
the  Centennial  reverse  by  Alex 
Colville. 
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Miss  Eva  Adams,  Director  of 
the  Mint,  approves  of  the  pains¬ 
taking-  procedures  taken  by  Eric 
P.  Newman,  of  St.  Louis,  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  1967  Assay  Commis¬ 
sion,  as  he  goes  about  his  task 
of  checking  the  nation’s  coinage. 


i  s ,  yf 

11  f§ 

( 

NATION’S  COINAGE 
PASSES  TRADITIONAL 

TEST 


The  1967  Annual  Assay  Com¬ 
mission  has  convened,  and  once 
again  the  .nation’s  coinage  has 
been  tested  and  approved.  The  an¬ 
nual  meeting  was  held  February 
8  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint.  The 
twenty  commissioners,  headed  by 
Chairman  Eric  P.  Newman, 
carefully  examined  a  random 
sampling  of  the  past  year’s  coin¬ 
age  selected  from  the  traditional 
“Pyx,”  containing  149,000  coins 
reserved  for  this  purpose.  These 
coins  were  representative  of  the 


record  1966  coinage  of  9.5  billion 
pieces. 

The  word  “Pyx”  is  from  the 
Greek  word  “Tuxes,”  meaning  a 
box.  Coiners  for  hundreds  of 
years  have  kept  random  samples 
of  their  products  for  test  pur¬ 
poses.  The  formality  of  assaying 
such  pieces  extends  back  to  an¬ 
cient  history  and  is  still  carried 
on  in  many  countries.  The  United 
States  Annual  Assay  Commission 
was  established  by  President 
George  Washington  in  1792  and 
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is  the  oldest  presidential  commis¬ 
sion  in  this  country. 

This  year  President  Johnson 
appointed  twenty  civic  and  indus¬ 
trial  leaders  to  membership  on 
the  select  commission.  Several  of 
the  commissioners  are  well  known 
in  numismatic  circles.  The  Chair¬ 
man,  Eric  P.  Newman,  of  St. 
Louis,  is  especially  well  known 
for  his  scholarly  studies  of  early 
American  coinage  and  paper 
money.  Whitman  Publishing  Com¬ 
pany  has  recently  released  his 
newest  book,  The  Early  Paper 
Money  of  America ,  which  has 


been  heralded  by  collectors  as  the 
most  brilliant  numismatic  work 
of  this  century.  The  product  of 
over  ten  years’  research,  New¬ 
man’s  book  gives  a  thorough  his¬ 
torical  coverage  of  all  paper 
money  issues  from  1686  to  1789. 

In  addition  to  the  day-long  du¬ 
ties  of  examining  and  testing  the 
coin  samples,  Commission  mem¬ 
bers  participated  in  a  specially 
conducted  tour  of  the  Mint  and 
were  guests  of  Treasury  Depart¬ 
ment  officials  at  several  functions. 

Luncheon  was  served  at  his¬ 
toric  Shoyer’s  Restaurant,  where 


Intent  upon  their  jobs  are  these  six  1967  Assay  Commissioners  as  they  work  at  the 
Philadelphia  Mint  February  8.  Standing  from  left  are  John  F.  Hack,  National  Accounts 
Manager,  Metals  Division,  Olin  Brass,  Olin  Mathieson  Chemical  Corp.,  Alton,  Ill., 
and  Brent  H.  Hughes,  Falls  Church  Va.,  prominent  in  the  field  of  paper  money.  Seated, 
from  left,  are  Jake  B.  Sureck,  Oklahoma  City  numismatic  leader;  Mrs.  Matt  Rothert, 
Camden,  Ark.,  wife  of  the  President  of  the  A.N.A.;  Ralph  S.  Jeffe,  Newport,  R.I. 
numismatist, and  William  A.  Philpott,  Jr.,  well-known  paper  money  authority. 
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they  were  taken  by  bus.  Snapper 
soup  was  a  specialty  of  the  day 
and  many  were  surprised  that  it 
was  snapping  turtle  soup  rather 
than  red  snapper  soup.  The  site 
of  this  restaurant  is  adjacent  to 
the  new  Philadelphia  Mint  now 
under  construction,  and  the  visit 
gave  the  Commissioners  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  view  its  progress. 

A  cocktail  party  was  given  by 
Miss  Eva  Adams,  Director  of  the 
Mint,  and  Michael  Sura,  Super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Philadelphia 
Mint,  preceding  the  evening  ban¬ 
quet.  Mr.  Matt  Rothert,  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  American  Numismatic 
Association,  whose  wife  was  a 


member  of  the  Commission,  and 
Mrs.  Catoe,  whose  husband  was 
a  member,  were  special  guests  at 
this  function.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Matt 
Rothert  are  among  the  very  few 
husband  and  wife  combinations 
who  have  both  served  on  the 
Assay  Commission.  In  addition 
to  this,  Mr.  Rothert’s  father  has 
also  served  on  the  Commission. 

At  the  banquet  given  by  the 
Mint  at  the  Bellevue  Stratford 
Hotel  in  the  evening,  Michael 
Sura,  instead  of  entertaining  with 
his  customary  humor,  extolled 
Eva  Adams  with  respect  to  the 
way  in  which  she  was  able  to  co¬ 
ordinate  the  various  departments 
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Notes  from  Norway 
ANCIENTS 

Many  in  stock.  We  offer  select 
silver  coins  (denarii  and  anto- 
niniani)  of  all  the  following  rul¬ 
ers  in  VF  or  better.  7  pieces 
$40.00 

Septimus  Severus 

Severus  Alexander 
Caracalla  Gordian  III 

Elagabalus  Philip  I 

Trajan  Decius 

DAVE  &  SUE  PERRY 

Box  63  I 

Bergen,  Norway 


A  VERY  RARE 
OPPORTUNITY 

COMPLETE*SET  OF  A.N.S. 
NUMISMATIC  NOTES 
&  MONOGRAPHS 

Nos.  1-155;  1921-1965. 

$800.00 

Monographs  1-90  ex-libris  George 
Charles  Williamson  of  England  (au¬ 
thor  of  English  tokens  books) 

♦Lacks  NNM-94,  98,  99,  100,  101,  104, 
106,  110,  131. 

FRANK  &  LAURESE  KATEN 

POB  4271,  Takoma  Pk.  Sta. 
Washington,  D.C.  20012 


of  the  Mint  in  order  to  produce 
unheard  of  amounts  of  coinage, 
and  particularly  to  inspire  the 
devoted  personnel  to  work  seven 
days  a  week  and  as  much  as 
twelve  hours  a  day,  this  being 
necessary  in  work  where  addi¬ 
tional  trained  artisans  were  un¬ 
available. 

Eric  P.  Newman,  as  Chairman, 
pointed  out  that  Eva  Adams,  in 
addition  to  having  many  profes¬ 
sional  skills,  had  now  undertaken 
being  a  model,  this  being  neces¬ 
sary  because  she  was  selected  for 
the  face  of  the  1967  Assay  Medal. 
Mr.  Newman  then  pointed  out 
that  the  Official  Seal  of  the  Treas¬ 
ury  Department  on  the  Assay 
Medal  and  on  the  binders  given 
to  the  1967  Assay  Commission 
members  was  apparently  de¬ 
signed  by  Francis  Hopkinson, 
who  claimed  %  cask  of  wine  for 
this  and  other  “fancy  work”  in 
1780.  It  was  also  pointed  out  that 
Hopkinson  was  a  member  of  the 
first  Assay  Commission  in  1793. 
The  motto  on  the  Seal  was  shown 
to  have  the  unusual  wording 
“Seal  of  the  Treasury  of  North 
America.” 

Mr.  Newman  referred  to  the 
members  of  the  Commission  as 
“Pyxies,”  and  presented  Miss 
Adams  with  some  chocolate  coins 
with  instructions  to  have  same 
assayed  to  be  sure  they  were  pure 
milk  chocolate. 

At  the  conclusion  of  festivities, 
each  Annual  Assay  Commissioner 
was  presented  with  a  medal  com¬ 
memorating  the  meeting.  The 
portrait  of  Miss  Adams  appeared 
on  the  obverse  of  the  1967  medal, 
engraved  by  Frank  Gasparro, 
Chief  Engraver  of  the  Mint.  The 
reverse  depicts  the  new  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint  and  is  the  work  of 
Michael  G.  Iacocca  of  the  Mint 
staff. 
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Sterling  Commentary 

by  K.  E.  Bre&sett ,  F.R.1V.S. 


LONG  LIVE  THE  SOVEREIGN 


The  April  issue  of  the  JOUR¬ 
NAL  contained  *a  resume  of  the 
reason  why  sovereigns  were 
minted  in  recent  years  and,  of 
course,  touched  upon  the  all-im¬ 
portant  counterfeit  factor.  Men¬ 
tioned  in  passing  was  the  in¬ 
congruous  fact  that  sovereigns 
continue  to  be  minted  despite  the 
recent  restrictions  to  collecting 
gold  coins  in  England.  The  1966 
gold  regulations  are  still  rather 
vague,  if  not  frightening,  for 
most  collectors,  and  thus  it  seems 
appropriate  to  delve  a  little 
deeper  into  the  details  of  these 
new  rules. 

Briefly,  British  citizens  may 
own  no  more  than  four  gold  coins 
minted  after  1837.  A  registered 
collector  of  gold  coins  may  own 
no  more  than  two  coins  of  any 
one  date  or  type.  Anyone  hold¬ 
ing  more  coins  than  permitted 
under  the  order  is  required  to  sell 
them  to  an  authorized  dealer. 
British  gold,  coins  minted  before 
1837  are  not  affected  by  the  new 
law.  Collectors  of  gold  coins  in 
the  United  States  may,  of  course, 
own  a  collection  of  British  gold 
coins  but  may  not  own  or  import 
any  gold  coin  minted  after  1934. 
The  1966  gold  regulation  is 
stated  clearly  in  a  bulletin  issued 
by  Spink  &  Son,  Ltd,  one  of 
London’s  most  prominent  coin 
firms,  as  follows: 


The  Exchange  Control  (Gold 
Coins  Exemption)  Order  1966 

We  feel  you  may  wish  to 
know  the  implications  of  the 
new  amendment  to  the  Act  of 
1947.  The  legislation  has  been 
introduced  in  an  endeavor  to 
restrict  bullion  hoarding,  and 
to  eliminate  the  outflow  of  gold 
for  new  commemorative  medals. 

The  Bank  of  England  has 
told  us,  however,  that  they  do 
not  propose  to  place  restrictions 
on  genuine  collectors  who  spe¬ 
cialize  in  gold  coins. 

The  following  points  should 
therefore  be  noted: 

1.  Collectors  who  wish  to 
continue  with  the  post-1837 
series,  must  complete  the  en¬ 
closed  form  and  send  it  to  the 
Dealing  and  Accounts  Office  of 
the  Bank  of  England.  Subject 
to  approval  of  your  application 
form,  you  will  be  registered  as 
a  collector  and  may  then  con¬ 
tinue  to  collect,  through  a 
registered  dealer,  without  fur¬ 
ther  reference  to  the  Bank  of 
England. 

Although  it  has  not  been 
stated  in  writing,  any  collector 
may  possess  two  coins  or  sets 
of  any  one  type  or  series,  i.e. 
two  1887  £5  pieces  and  two  1902 
£2  pieces  and  two  1937  proof 
sets  and  two  Isle  of  Man  proof 
sets  etc. 
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2.  Collectors  who  have  large 
holdings  of  bullion,  i.e.  sov¬ 
ereigns,  will  be  required  to  de¬ 
clare  their  holding  and  will,  in 
all  probability,  have  to  sell.  You 
will  be  advised  on  this  by  the 
Bank  of  England  after  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  enclosed  form. 

3.  The  reference  you  may 
have  seen  to  the  possession  of 
four  gold  coins  applies  only  to 
persons  who  may  have  had  this 
number  of  coins  prior  to  April 
26th  1966. 

4.  You  will  see  that  the  en¬ 


closed  form  G.C.l.  requires  you 
to  give  details,  not  only  of  your 
gold  coin  collection,  but  of  your 
other  coins  as  well.  By  com¬ 
pleting  this  part  of  the  form  as 
fully  as  possible,  you  will  be 
giving  the  Bank  of  England 
further  evidence  that  you  are 
a  genuine  collector. 

5.  Collectors  who  do  not  spe¬ 
cialize  in  gold  coins,  or  who 
specialize  in  gold  coins  only  pre- 
1837,  need  not,  of  course,  take 
any  action. 

6.  By  the  terms  of  the  act, 
no  more  gold  medals  can  be 
struck.  There  is  no  restriction, 
however,  in  collecting  existing 
gold  medals  and  collectors  spe¬ 
cializing  solely  in  gold  medals 
need  not  complete  the  form 


Sotheby  &  Co.,  the  interna¬ 
tionally  known  auction  house,  has 
also  issued  a  bulletin  to  their 
clients  explaining  proper  legal 
procedures  for  purchasing  coins. 

The  notice  reads  as  follows: 

Exchange  Control  (Gold  Corns 
Exemption)  Order  1966 

Following  the  introduction  of 
the  above  regulations  we  have 
been  authorized  by  the  Bank  of 
England  to  continue  holding 


regular  auctions  of  gold  coins 
struck  after  1837.  To  clients, 
whether  buyer  or  seller,  who 
may  be  worried  by  the  order, 
we  should  like  to  make  clear  the 
following  points: 

1.  No  gold  coin  struck  before 
1837  is  in  anyway  affected. 

2.  The  order  applies  only  to 
residents  of  the  United  King¬ 
dom,  the  Isle  of  Man  and  the 
Channel  Islands.  Clients  from 
overseas  may  continue  to  send 
coins  for  sale,  as  may  anyone 
who  holds  coins  abroad  (resi¬ 
dents  in  other  Scheduled  Terri¬ 
tories  are  advised  to  check  their 
own  regulations  first). 

3.  Clients  from  overseas  may 
also  bid  on  any  coin,  again  sub¬ 
ject  to  their  own  regulations. 
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4.  Residents  in  the  U.K.,  etc., 
must  have  authority  from  the 
Bank  of  England  to  sell  any 
gold  coin  struck  in,  or  after, 
1838.  Messrs.  Sotheby  &  Co.  are 
providing  forms  for  applica¬ 
tion  to  sell,  which  must  be  sent 
in  duplicate  to  the  Bank  of 
England.  No  coin(s)  can  be 
catalogued  until  this  authority 
has  been  granted. 

5.  Buyers  resident  in  the 
U.K.  etc.,  wishing  to  bid  may 
do  so,  but  may  not  take  posses¬ 
sion  of  gold  cpins  in  this  cate¬ 
gory  until  authority  has  been 
granted  by  the  Bank  of  Eng¬ 
land.  It  should  be  pointed  out 
that  Buyers  should  be  in  prior 
possession  of  a  Bank  of  Eng¬ 
land  permit  to  maintain  a  col¬ 
lection  of  gold  coins,  before 
bidding. 

The  forms  that  British  citizens 
must  use  are  a  bit  lengthy,  but 
not  too  complicated.  Form  G.C.  1 
requires  the  applicant’s  name  and 
address,  details  of  his  existing 
coin  collection,  including  number 
of  coins,  and  valuation  of  all  base 
metal,  silver  and  gold  coins, 
broken  down  into  three  date  cate¬ 
gories.  A  specific  listing  by  date, 
denomination,  design  and  mint  is 
then  required  for  all  gold  coins 
minted  after  1837.  The  number 
of  each  of  these  coins  held  by  the 
collector  must  also  be  recorded. 

Dealers  engaged  in  selling  gold 
coins  minted  after  1837  must  file 
quarterly  reports  indicating  the 
number  of  coins  purchased  and 
sold  and  the  current  market  value. 

The  Government,  it  seems,  fully 
intends  to  prosecute  violators  of 
the  new  regulation  and  has  al¬ 
ready  initiated  trial  cases  against 
two  offenders.  The  first  prosecu¬ 
tion,  according  to  a  report  in  the 
Daily  Telegraph ,  19th  January, 
1967,  involved  a  collection  of  coins 


BRAZIL 

Crowns  of  the  Empire  All  VF-XF 


Cl  90 

1849-52 

Coat  of  Arms 

9.75 

Cl  94 

1853-67 

Coat  of  Arms 

9.75 

C20I 

1886-89 

Dom  Pedro  1 1 

8.75 

The  above  trio  for  25.00 

CHILE 

Crowns  of  the  Republic  All  VF-XF 
Y48  Condor  &  Coat  of  Arms  12.50 
Y69  Condor  &  Value  11.00 

Y94  Condor  &  Value  13.25 

The  above  trio  for  34.00 

ALL  SIX  CROWNS  65.00 

All  orders  sent  by  registered  mail. 

EDMUND  MOLZAN 

3228  Fruitvale  Avenue 
Oakland,  California  94602 


built  up  over  the  past  forty  years, 
landed  a  Cornish  garage  owner  in 
court  and  created  legal  history. 
Frederick  Knight,  of  Mevagissey, 
who  started  his  collection  when  he 
was  ten,  became  the  first  person 
to  be  prosecuted  under  the  1966 
Order  which  says  that  consent  is 
needed  to  hold  more  than  four 
gold  coins  minted  after  1837. 

Knight  was  fined  £50,  for 
“while  not  being  an  authorized 
dealer,  he  failed  to  offer  for  sale 
703  gold  coins  to  an  authorized 
dealer.”  An  order  was  made  for 
disposal  of  the  coins  at  the  order 
of  the  Treasury.  Knight,  who  had 
pleaded  guilty,  was  also  fined  £5 
for  failing  to  offer  54  United 
States  dollars  for  sale  to  an  au¬ 
thorized  dealer. 

Mr.  Philip  Stephens,  defending, 
said  that  this  was  not  a  question 
of  hoarding  and  to  apply  the 
penalties  designed  to  prevent  gold 
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hoarding  was  a  classic  example 
of  taking  a  sledgehammer  to  crack 
a  walnut. 

Mr.  Dorian  Williams,  prosecut¬ 
ing  for  the  Director  of  Public 
Prosecutions,  said  the  Order  came 
into  effect  on  April  7,  1966,  in 
considerable  publicity.  If  a  person 
had  more  than  four  gold  coins 
minted  after  1837,  they  must  be 
offered  for  sale  to  an  authorized 
dealer  unless  consent  had  been 
obtained  to  retain  the  collection. 
Police,  believing  he  had  a  con¬ 
siderable  quantity  of  gold  coins, 
obtained  a  search  warrant  and 
took  possession  of  714  gold  coins, 
11  of  which  were  found  to  be 
counterfeit.  Knight  had  told  the 
police  he  had  not  been  aware  of 
the  new  law. 

The  prosecution  accepted  that 
this  was  a  genuine  collection.  The 
Treasury  was  not  pressing  for  a 
forfeiture  order  and  would  be 
content  with  an  order  permitting 
the  sale  of  the  collection  under 
the  terms  of  the  Order. 

Mr.  Stephens,  defending  said: 
“His  father  and  grandfather,  and 
a  person  to  whom  he  was  kind, 
left  him  their  collections.  It  is 
hard  to  imagine  a  more  genuine 
collection  of  coins  ranging  from 
Elizabethan  times  to  the  present. 
This  legislation  has  all  the  aspects 
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Post  Office  regulations  prohibit 
the  forwarding  of  second  class 
mail.  To  insure  the  prompt  deliv¬ 
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of  retrospective  legislation.  Mr. 
Knight  did  what  was  perfectly 
legal  for  40  years  and  then,  by 
the  stroke  of  a  pen  in  April,  1966, 
it  became  illegal  to  have  what  he 
had  collected.  I  ask  you  to  say 
that  this  was  as  far  from  hoard¬ 
ing  gold  as  Mr.  Knight  is  from 
being  King  Midas.”  The  Treasury 
had  selected  him  as  a  guinea  pig 
“so  that  people  will  know  they 
can  be  prosecuted  for  this.” 

Mr.  William  Nicholas,  chair¬ 
man,  said  the  magistrates  ac¬ 
cepted  that  there  was  no  question 
of  hoarding  gold  but  they  felt 
that  such  a  keen  collector  should 
have  known  of  the  new  regula¬ 
tions. 

After  the  case,  Mr.  Knight  was 
told  by  a  Treasury  official  that 
favorable  consideration  would 
probably  be  given  to  an  applica¬ 
tion  by  him  to  be  registered  as  a 
collector.  If  he  was  so  registered 
he  would  be  able  to  keep  two  gold 
coins  for  each  year  but  would 
have  to  sell  those  in  excess  of  that 
number.  But  he  must  have  held 
the  coins  on  April  7,  1966,  when 
the  order  came  into  force. 

A  notice  in  the  Guardian,  28th 
January,  1967,  reports  on  the 
second  man  to  be  prosecuted  under 
the  new  Act  relating  to  the  pos¬ 
session  of  gold.  He  was  given  a 
year’s  conditional  discharge,  after 
the  North  London  magistrate,  Mr. 
Frank  Milton,  referring  to  the 
£50  fine  imposed  in  the  first  pros¬ 
ecution,  said,  “A  lot  of  people  say 
the  Bench  in  that  case  has  been 
extremely  hard.” 

Fortunato  Fenech,  of  Elring- 
ton  Road,  Hackney,  had  pleaded 
guilty  to  possessing  738  gold  sov¬ 
ereigns  without  being  an  author¬ 
ized  dealer  and  without  offering 
them  for  sale  to  a  dealer. 

Asked  by  the  magistrate  if 
Fenech  had  told  police  anything 
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to  indicate  that  he  knew  of  the 
Act,  Mr.  Keith  Lawrence,  pros¬ 
ecuting,  said  there  was  not.  He 
added  that  Fenech’s  explanation 
seemed  to  indicate  that  he  was 
merely  saving  his  money. 

Mr.  Milton  told  Fenech:  “I  ac¬ 
cept  that  you  didn’t  know  a  new 
law  was  made.  That  being  so  I  am 
not  going  to  punish  you.”  The 
magistrate  made  no  order  about 
the  disposal  of  the  coins. 

As  of  January  this  year,  over 
one  thousand  collectors  of  gold 
coins  have  registered  their  col¬ 
lections  with  Government  au¬ 
thorities.  Gold  coins  that  have 
been  sold  to  dealers  have  not  gone 
to  the  Bank  of  England  but  are 
mainly  collectors’  coins  and  as 
such  have  been  sold  to  other  col¬ 
lectors.  A  London  dealer  said  that 
it  was  obvious  that  most  people 
holding  gold  coins  had  taken  no 
notice  of  the  Order.  It  is  estimated 
that  at  this  time  only  a  small 
percentage  of  gold  coins  has  been 
surrendered. 

For  those  collectors  interested 
in  learning  more  about  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  British  sovereign,  I 
recommend  a  thorough  reading  of 
the  following  two  excellent  books: 
Sovereigns  of  the  British  Empire, 
by  J.  J.  Cullimore  Allen,  and  The 
History  of  the  Gold  Sovereign,  by 
Sir  Geoffrey  Duveen  and  H.  G. 
Stride.  Both  are  excellent  sources 
of  historical  and  numismatic  in¬ 
formation. 

Anyone  interested  in  obtaining 
more  details  about  the  modern 
counterfeit  sovereigns,  despite  the 
fact  that  they  are  illegal  to  own, 
should  consult  Interpol — Counter¬ 
feits  and  Forgeries,  and  be  sure 
to  obtain  a  copy  of  Counterfeit 
Gold  Coins,  19th  and  20th  Cen¬ 
turies,  by  Alfred  Dieffenbacher. 

A  current  tally  of  dates  and 
mints  of  counterfeit  sovereigns 


that  a  collector  might  run  into 
(particularly  in  the  Near  East) 
is  as  follows: 

Victoria,  Young  head,  London 
Mint— 1878,  1879. 

Victoria,  Jubilee  head,  London 
Mint— 1889,  1892. 

Victoria,  Veiled  head,  Mel¬ 
bourne  Mint  (M)— 1894,  1896. 

Edward  VII,  Perth  Mint,  Aus¬ 
tralia  (P) — 1906. 

George  V,  London  Mint — 1895, 
1911  through  1920,  1923. 

George  V,  Canada  Mint  (C)  — 
1911. 

George  V,  India  Mint  (I)  — 
1918. 

George  V.  Melbourne  Mint  (M) 
—1911,  1916. 

George  V,  Perth  Mint,  Aus¬ 
tralia  (P)— 1913-1915,  1917-1919, 
1921,  1922,  1929. 

George  V,  Sydney  Mint,  Aus¬ 
tralia  (S) — 1909. 

George  V,  South  Africa  Mint 
(SA)— 1911,  1912,  1913,  1917, 
1920,  1921,  1922,  1923,  1924,  1925, 
1926,  1927,  1928,  1929,  1931. 

George  V,  Illegible  mint  mark 
—1917,  192!*. 


.  .  1  think  the  collar  is  too 
tight  r 
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One  of  business’  oldest  and 
most  successful  sales  inducements 
is  the  offer  of  a  discount  price 
either  for  specific  items  or  for 
larger  purchases  in  general.  Such 
sales  inducements  have  taken  var¬ 
ious  forms  of  interest  to  numis¬ 
matists,  from  yesteryear’s  pre¬ 
ponderantly  metallic  pieces  now 
known  as  “store  cards”  and  other 
“good-fors”  usually  redeemable 
only  at  some  named  establish¬ 
ment  to  today’s  printed  coupons 
found  in  the  mail  or  in  newspaper 
ads,  coupled  with  our  familiar 
trading  stamps.  But  paper  dis¬ 
counts  were  not  generally  on  the 
American  scene  until  well  into  the 
20th  Century. 

The  Hosteller  Label 

Shown  in  this  article  are  two 
items;  one  appears  to  be  a  “bank¬ 
note”  of  some  type  issued  with  a 
face  value  of  One  Cent,  and  the 
other  is  really  just  a  pretty  label 
for  “Hostetter’s  Stomach  Bit¬ 
ters,”  a  mid-19th  Century  patent 
medicine.  Looking  at  the  label  a 
bit  more  carefully,  however,  one 

Hostetter’s  Label  with  attached  One 
Cent  note  at  bottom  issued  by  this  firm 
at  Pittsburgh.  Pa.  The  note  is  dated  July 
4,  1859.  The  iarge  vignette  is  a  beautiful 
engraving  of  St.  George  slaying  the  Drag¬ 
on.  Small  printing  on  the  label  indicates 
that  legal  procedures  had  been  followed 
in  Pennsylvania,  but  the  company  which 
made  this  label  is  not  named. 
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will  immediately  perceive  the 
method  used  by  Hostetter  to  give 
out  its  discount — for  if  you  sim¬ 
ply  cut  off  the  bottom  section  be¬ 
low  the  shield,  you  then  have  a 
note  complete  with  vignette,  face 
value  One  Cent,  duly  dated,  fac¬ 
simile  signed  and  ready  to  spend. 
That  this  was  the  actual  intent  of 
Hostetter  is  easily  shown  from 
the  wording  on  his  label  which 
says,  .  .  and  to  append  our  note 
of  hand,  which  cannot  be  counter¬ 
feited  without  the  perpetration  of 
a  felony.”  This  carries  a  strong 
implication  that  such  private  is¬ 
suers  as  Hostetter  may  actually 
have  had  enough  legal  support  to 
obtain  convictions  against  anyone 
who  counterfeited  their  circulat¬ 
ing  notes.  More  clarification  is 
needed  from  students  of  legal  his¬ 
tory  as  to  this  possible  legal  guar¬ 
antee  for  certain  private  note  is¬ 
sues. 

The  Perry  Davis  Nole 

Apparently  the  1854  note  from 
Providence  came  from  a  label  or 
printed  form  somewhat  similar  to 
Hostetter’s  as  the  One  Cent  parts 
bear  strong  resemblances  to  each 
other  in  general  format,  legal 
registry,  and  wording.  At  this 
time  it  is  believed  that  neither 
Perry  Davis  nor  Hostetter  ever 
issued  metallic  tokens  of  any  kind. 

The  infrequency  with  which 


SUBSCRIPTION  NOTICE 

Subscription  orders  must  reach 
this  office  before  the  10th  of  May 
in  order  to  have  the  subscription 
begin  with  the  June  issue  of  the 
Journal.  Subscriptions  received 
after  the  10th  of  May  will  begin 
with  the  July  issue.  Hack  issues 
of  the  Journal  are  available  only 
in  sets.  Subscriptions  will  not 
begin  with  the  previous  month’s 
issue. 


pre-Civil  War  notes  of  such  a  low 
denomination  are  found  leads  to 


One  Cent,  issued  by  the  firm  of  Perry 
Davis  and  Son  at  Providence,  R.  I.  The 
note  is  dated  January  1,  1854.  Small 
printing  at  the  bottom  indicates  that  legal 
procedures  had  been  followed  by  the  bank¬ 
note  firm  of  Wellstood,  Hanks,  Hay  and 
Whiting  in  New  York. 

the  assumption  that  the  kind  of 
advertising  and  discount  refund 
discussed  in  this  article  did  not 
gain  very  widespread  use. 

Physical  Characteristics 

Perry  Davis  One  Cent,  Provi¬ 
dence:  Black  on  white.  Size  71 
x  23  mm.  (2  13/16  x  Vs  inches). 
Hostetter  Label,  Pittsburgh:  Black 
on  white.  Size  69  x  166  mm. 
(2%  x  6V2  inches). 
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CRISP  UNCIRCULATED  PAPER  MONEY 

SILVER  CERTIFICATES 


$1  LARGE  SIZE 

1899  . . . . 1 7.50 

1923  . 13.00 

$1  SMALL  SIZE 

1928  12.50 

I928A  .  9.00 

I928B  9.00 

1934  . 10.00 

1935  . . 11.00 

I935A  .  3.00 

I935A  Hawaiian  Overprint.  ..  7.00 
I935A  North  African  invasion 

(Yellow  Seal)  . .  9.50 

I935B  8.50 

I935C  .  5.00 

I935D  Narrow  Margin .  4.50 

I935D  Wide  Margin  4.50 

I935E  .  3.00 

I935F  .  2.25 

I935G  with  motto  .  3.25 

I935G  without  motto  2.25 

I935H  .  2.00 

$1  SMALL  SIZE 

1957  .  2.00 

1957  Star  . 2.25 

1957  Low  Numbers  below 
A00004999A  .  5.00 


$1  SMALL  SIZE 


I957A 

.  2.00 

I957B 

2.00 

I957B 

Star  _ 

$5  SMALL  SIZE 

2.25 

1953 

10.00 

I953A 

.  7.50 

I953A 

Star  . . 

9.00 

I953B 

$2  LEGAL  TENDER 
LARGE  SIZE 

7.50 

1917 

20.00 

$2  LEGAL  TENDER 
SMALL  SIZE 


I928D  . . 

. 16.50 

I928E 

. 27.50 

I928F  .  . 

. 15.00 

I953A 

_ _  6.25 

I953B  . . . 

.  4.00 

I953B  Star  _ 

. . .  5.00 

I953C 

3.25 

1963  . 

3.00 

1963  Star 

3.50 

I963A 

3.25 

I963A  Star 

6.50 

FEDERAL  RESERVE  NOTES 

SMALL  SIZE 


$  5 

I950A  Philadelphia 

7.50 

$10 

I934C  Philadelphia 

13.00 

$  5 

I950B  Philadelphia 

8.00 

$10 

I934C  Star  Philadelphia 

17.50 

$10 

I934A  Philadelphia 

14.50 

$10 

I934D  Philadelphia 

13.00 

$10 

I934B  New  York  . 

15.00 

$10 

1950  Philadelphia 

14.50 

With  every  order  of  $35.00  or  more  we  will 
rp  CC,  send  you  the  3rd  edition  of  "Donlon's  Catalog 
iIxLE,!  United  States  Small  Size  Paper  Money"  FREE 
upon  request. 
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P.O.  Box  5756  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 
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The  current 
issue  of 

FORMAN’S  FLYER 

— the  monthly  price  list  of 
Harry  J.  Forman,  Inc. 
is  now  ready  for  mailing! 


The  current  issue  will  include: 

•  BU  ROLLS  •  FOREIGN  SETS  •  RARE  COINS 

•  PROOF  SETS  •  PAPER  MONEY  •  SILVER  DOLLARS 

•  U.S.  COMMEMORATIVE  HALF  DOLLARS 

All  are  featured  in  the  current  issue  of  Forman’s  Flyer.  If  you're 
interested  in  a  copy,  there’s  no  charge.  Just  send  us  your  name  and 
address  and  a  5#  stamp  .  .  .  today! 


USE  THIS  J  Box  5756 

uAkinv  !  Philadelphia,  Penna.  19120 


COUPON 


HANDY  . 


HARRY  J.  FORMAN,  INC. 


Rush  me  your  current  issue  of  “Fi 

at  no  cost  or  obligation.  I  enclose  a  5C  stamp. 


AND  SEND 


TODAY! 
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by  Zander  H.  Klawans 
( Continued  from  March ) 


SYD  1060  LUCIUS  AEMILIUS 
BUCA  (44  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd.  of  Caesar.  Rev.,  Ve¬ 
nus  Victrix 

Buca  was  the  fourth  member  of 
the  group  of  moneyers,  Maridi- 
anus,  Macer  and  Mettius,  who 
struck  coins  during  this  year  of 
turmoil.  As  is  true  with  his  col¬ 
leagues,  little  is  known  about  him 
other  than  what  we  are  able  to 
learn  from  his  coins.  This  denari¬ 
us  is,  as  the  reader  has  already 
learned  for  himself,  quite  a  com¬ 
mon  type  for  this  year.  It  has 
been  discussed  under  the  coinage 
of  Macer. 

SYD  1064 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd.  of  Venus.  Rev.,  Sul¬ 
la’s  dream 

Here  is  one  of  the  most  fasci¬ 
nating  coins  of  the  Republic  .  .  . 
and  one  of  the  most  famous.  The 
obverse,  with  its  image  of  Venus, 
refers  to  the  hereditary  claims  of 
Caesar  to  have  descended  from 
that  goddess,  but  it  is  the  reverse 


that  holds  us  fascinated.  Some 
authorities  have  felt  that  Buca 
was  the  son  of  M.  Scaurus  who,  in 
turn,  was  Sulla’s  stepson.  This 
might  account  for  the  reason  for 
this  reverse  type.  We  read  in  Plu¬ 
tarch  that  .  .  .  “It  is  said,  also, 
that  there  appeared  to  Sylla  (Sul¬ 
la)  himself  in  a  dream,  a  certain 
goddess,  whom  the  Romans 
learned  to  worship  from  the  Cap¬ 
padocians,  whether  it  be  the 
Moon,  or  Pallas,  or  Bellona.  This 
same  goddess,  to  his  thinking, 
stood  by  him,  and  put  into  his 
hand  thunder  and  lightning,  then 
naming  his  enemies  one  by  one 
bade  him  strike  them,  who,  all  of 
them,  fell  on  the  discharge  and 
disappeared.  Encouraged  by  this 
vision  and  relating  it  to  his  col¬ 
leagues,  next  day  he  led  on  to¬ 
wards  Rome.”  As  is  known,  Sulla 
defeated  Marius  and  became  Dic¬ 
tator  of  the  Roman  people.  It  is 
probably  the  moon  goddess,  Hel¬ 
ene,  whom  we  see  on  this  coin 
facing  the  reclining  Sulla.  In  the 
background  we  find  Victory  hold¬ 
ing  a  palm  branch.  If  we  wish  to 
accept  the  other  legend  associated 
with  this  coin,  that  of  Endymion 
and  Selene,  we  find  two  promi¬ 
nent  versions:  one  that  Endymion 
had  fifty  daughters  by  Selene, 
each  representing  one  of  the  fifty 
lunar  months  which  intervened 
between  the  Olympic  Games;  the 
other  that  Endymion  was  a  beau¬ 
tiful  youth  who  slept  eternally  so 
that  his  youth  would  be  preserved. 
Selene  found  him  sleeping  on  Mt. 
Latmus  in  Caria  (now  western 
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Turkey)  and  was  moved  deeply 
by  his  startling  beauty.  She 
kissed  him,  but  contrary  to  so 
many  myths,  Endymion  did  not 
awaken.  Perhaps  he  slept  so  that 
he  would  always  be  available  for 
Selene’s  kisses  ? 

SYD  1063 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd.  of  Caesar.  Rev., 

Winged  caduceus,  globe,  clasped  hands 

This  reverse  is  of  interest  be¬ 
cause  the  globe  is  representative 
of  Caesar’s  world  power;  the  axe 
indicates  the  office  he  held  as  head 
of  the  Roman  religion  (pontifex 
maximus)  and  the  clasped  hands 
show  the  mutual  feelings  of 
friendship  between  Caesar  and 
the  Roman  people.  The  obverse  is 
similar  to  that  found  on  other 
denarii  of  this  year. 

Other  denominations  struck: 
Quinarius,  sestertius. 

SYD  1055  MARCUS  METTIUS 
(44  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd.  of  Caesar.  Rev., 
nus  Victrix 

Nothing  is  known  about  this 
moneyer.  The  denarius  pictured 
here  is  similar  to  those  struck  by 
Mettius’  colleagues  of  the  mint, 
Macer,  et  al.,  and  is  explained  un¬ 
der  their  coinage. 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd.  of  Caesar.  Rev., 
Juno  Sospita 

This  coin  refers  to  the  back¬ 
ground  of  the  Mettia  gens.  From 
it  we  gather  that  this  family  orig¬ 
inally  came  from  Lanuvium, 
where  this  goddess  first  was  wor¬ 
shipped.  The  obverse  is  similar  to 
those  found  on  other  denarii  of 
this  year. 

Other  denominations  struck: 
Quinarius,  sestertius. 

SYI)  1286  CAIUS  ANTONIUS 
MARCI  FILIUS 
(44-41  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Bust  of  Genius  of  Mace¬ 
donia.  Rev.,  Tools  of  the  pontificate 

Caius  was  the  younger  brother 
of  Marc  Antony  who,  in  49  B.C., 
had  been  sent  by  Julius  Caesar  as 
his  legate  to  Illyricum  (Ulyricum 
was  then  in  what  is  now  Yugo¬ 
slavia),  where  he  was  placed  in 
command  of  a  fleet.  In  44  B.C.  he 
was  elected  Pontifex  Maximus 
and  city  praetor  (praetor  urban- 
us).  This  same  year  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  proconsul  in  Macedonia, 
but  in  attempting  to  reach  there 
he  was  seized  by  the  forces  of 
Brutus  and  put  to  death.  The  ob¬ 
verse  of  this  rare  denarius  has 
the  bust  of  the  Genius  of  Mace¬ 
donia  upon  it,  which  refers  to 


THE  WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL.  MAY,  1967 


PAGE  321 


Cams’  proconsulship.  The  reverse, 
with  its  legend  PONTIFEX  and 
tools  of  that  office,  refers  to  Cams’ 
performance  in  that  high  position. 

SYD  1161  MARCUS 

ANTONIUS: 
MARCUS 
AEMILIUS 
LEPIDUS 
(43  B.C.) 


Aureus:  Obv.,  Hd.  of  Anthony.  Rev.,  Hd. 

Of  Lepidus 

This  fascinating  and  rare  aure¬ 
us  shows  us  two  members  of  the 
triumvirate  which  ruled  Rome 
after  Caesar’s  death,  Marc  An¬ 
tony  on  the  obverse  and  Marcus 
Lepidus  on  the  reverse.  The  third 
member  was  Octavian,  who  later, 
under  the  name  of  Augustus,  be¬ 
came  Rome’s  first  emperor.  Aside 
from  the  names,  the  legends  on 
both  obverse  and  reverse  are  the 
same,  III  VIR  R.P.C.,  the  abbre¬ 
viation  for  TRIUMVIRI  REPUB- 
LICAE  CONSTITUENDAE  .  .  . 
triumvirs  for  the  reconstitution  of 
the  Republic.  Whether  this  ideal¬ 
istic  approach  lay  in  the  minds  of 
all  three  of  these  men  is,  and 
would  be,  difficult  to  determine. 
History  tells  us  a  different  tale,  of 
course,  for  Lepidus  was  “asked” 
by  Octavian  to  retire  and  Antony 
was  finally  defeated  by  Octavian 
— a  final  blow  to  an  already  mori¬ 
bund  Republic.  Behind  the  head  of 
Antony  we  see  a  lituus,  which  was 
the  staff  used  by  members  of  the 
college  of  augurs.  The  simpulum, 
or  ladle,  and  the  aspergillum  or 
“sprinkler”  behind  the  head  of 


Lepidus  is  indication  that  he  held 
the  office  of  Pontifex  Maximus 
.  .  .  the  highest  priest. 

SYD  1156 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Lituus,  capis  and  raven. 

Rev.,  Instruments  of  the  priesthood 

This  denarius,  with  the  names 
of  Marc  Antony  and  Lepidus  on 
its  obverse  and  reverse  respec¬ 
tively,  seems  to  have  been  struck 
before  the  formation  of  the  tri¬ 
umvirate  which  ruled  Rome.  The 
implements  appearing  on  the  ob¬ 
verse  are  the  symbols  of  the  col¬ 
lege  of  augurs  to  which  Antony 
had  been  appointed  by  Caesar  in 
50  B.C.  The  implements  on  the 
reverse  are  those  of  the  Pontifex 
Maximus,  the  office  to  which  Lepi¬ 
dus  had  been  appointed  after  Cae¬ 
sar’s  death. 

Other  denominations  struck: 
Quinarius:  Bronze  (by  Antony). 


SYD  1086  CAIUS  NUMONIUS 
VAALA 
(43  B.C.) 


Aureus:  Obv.,  Bust  of  Victory.  Rev.,  War¬ 
rior  attacking  wall  &  defending  soldiers 

Nothing  is  known  about  this 
monever.  One  authority  suggests 
that  the  name  Vaala  is  derived 
from  VALLUM  which,  in  one 
sense,  means  valor,  thus  a  refer¬ 
ence  to  some  ancestor.  The  aureus 
pictured  here  is  extremely  rare. 
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SYD  1087 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd.  of  Caesar.  Rev., 
Armed  soldier  attacking  wall  &  two  de¬ 
fenders 

Here  is  another  coin  of  consid¬ 
erable  rarity.  The  image  on  the 
obverse  seems  to  be  that  of  Cae¬ 
sar,  but  this  identification  is  con¬ 
jectural.  The  reverse  is  similar  to 
that  found  on  the  aureus  above. 

SYD  1082  LUCIUS  SERVIUS 
SULPICIUS  RUFUS 
(43  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd.  of  Brutus.  Rev.,  Di¬ 
oscuri  standing 

Very  little  is  known  about  this 
moneyer.  It  is  doubtful  that  he 
was  the  son  of  the  well-known 
friend  of  Cicero,  Servius  Sulpicius 
Lemonia  Rufus,  as  has  been 
claimed  by  some  classicists.  The 
obverse  image  on  this  coin  has 
been  the  subject  of  many  theories 
advanced  by  authorities,  later 
scholars  expressing  the  thought 
that  it  is,  indeed,  Brutus,  and  that 
there  is  little  evidence  to  indicate 
that  it  represents  the  moneyer  or 
one  of  his  ancestors.  The  same 
problems  have  occurred  on  the 
coins  of  Secundus  and  Vaala, 
above.  It  should  be  remembered 
that  these  were  turbulent  years. 
Caesar  had  been  assassinated  the 
year  before  and  his  spear  had 
been  lifted  by  Octavian  and  An¬ 


tony  against  Brutus  and  Cassius. 
No  one  knew  the  outcome  of  this 
great  upheaval  and  it  is  possible 
that  the  moneyers  themselves 
failed  to  identify  the  images  on 
the  obverses  of  their  coinage  for 
good  reason;  it  could  have  been 
embarrassing  to  have  had  a  de¬ 
feated  Octavian’s  portrait  on  a 
coin  or  one  of  a  Brutus  crushed 
by  Antony  and  Octavian! 

Other  denominations  struck: 
Aureus. 

(To  he  continued) 
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Serving  ALL  your  coin  and  currency  needs  .  .  . 


YOUR  DEPARTMENT  STORE 

SEE  one  of  the  largest  and  most  varied  stocks  of  coins  and 
supplies  to  be  found  in  your  area 

SEE  an  extensive  stock  of  U.S.,  foreign  and  ancient  coins  from 
all  periods  of  time  and  in  all  metals 

SEE  a  complete  stock  of  books,  albums,  medals  and  acces- 
sories 

ENJOY  the  convenience  of  Charge  Account  privileges  .  .  .  mail 
and  phone  shopping  (with  complete  confidence)  .  .  .  Want  List 
service  .  .  .  and  a  host  of  other  personal  services 

Your  complete  satisfaction  is  Always  Guaranteed! 

Shop  for  your  Coins  and  Coin  Supplies 
at  these  fine  Department  Stores: 


Atlanta 

Rich's 

Baltimore 
Hutzler's 
Beverly  Hills 
J.  W.  Robinson 

Boston 

Jordan  Marsh 

Buffalo 

Adam,  Meldrum  & 
Anderson 
Chevy  Case 
Woodward  &  Lothrop 
Chicago 

Marshall  Field 
Cincinnati 

H.  &  S.  Pogue  Co. 
Cleveland 
Higbee  Company 


Columbus 

F.  &  R.  Lazarus 

Dallas 

Sanger  Harris 
Denver 
May-D  &  F 
Detroit 
J.  L.  Hudson 
Hartford 

G.  Fox  &  Co. 
Houston 

Foley's 
Indianapolis 
L.  S.  Ayres 
Los  Angeles 
J.  W.  Robinson 

Milwaukee 

Gimbels 


New  Orleans 
Maison  Blanche 
New  York 
Gimbels 
Omaha 
3rande!s 
Panorama  City 
J.  W.  Rob'nson 
Faramus 
Gimbels 
Tasadena 
J.  W.  Robinson 
I  hiladel  ohia 
Gimbels 

Pittsburgh 

Kaufmann's 

T  or Hand 

Meier  &  Frank 


Richmond 

Thalhimers 
St.  Louis 
Famous-Barr 
San  Antonio 
Joske's 
San  Diego 
May  Co. 

San  Francisco 
The  Emporium 
Seattle 

The  Bon  Marche 

Skokie 

Marshall  Field 

Washington,  D  C 
Woodward 
&  Lothrop 
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CHOICE  COMMEMORATIVE  GOLD 


All  Select  Brilliant  Unc. — The  Perfect  Quality  that  you  seldom  find.  We’re  Paying 
Premium  Prices  for  Similar  Perfect  Quality — Buying  Prices  in  (  ).  Please  do  not  send 

Coins  if  not  in  Perfect  or  Gem  Category. 


1922  Grant  (No  Star)  ..($265.00)  325.00 

1922  Grant  (Star)  . ($255.00)  285.00 

1904  Lewis  &  Clark  . ($290.00)  375.00 

1905  Lewis  &  Clark  . ($265.00)  335.00 

1903  Jefferson  . ($  65.00)  85.00 

1903  McKinley  . ($  65.00)  85.00 


1916  McKinley  . ($  62.00)  79.00 

1917  McKinley  . ($105.00)  135.00 

1915  Pan-Pacific  $1.00  ..($  52.50)  67.50 

1915  Pan-Pacific  $2.50  ..($270.00)  350.00 

1926  Sesqui  $2.50  . ($  45.00)  57.50 

Complete  Set  (11)  ....($1,750.00)  2,150.00 


Pie 


ase  write  for  our  Latest  Bargain  Prices  on  TOP  Quality  BU  Commemorative 


Halves. 


EDUCATIONAL  SERIES  SILVER 
CERTIFICATES 


1896  $l-$2-$5  Silver  Certificates,  each  a  Perfect,  Superb  Crisp  Uncirculated  Note. 

Truly  our  Most  Beautiful  Issue.  Each  Note  is  housed  in  a  Plastic  Holder, 

with  Title.  Sells  singly  at  $885.00.  Our  price.  Special  . $775.00 


$1.00  FEDERAL  RESERVE  SETS 


Complete  Sets,  all  12  Districts,  Crisp  Unc.  Either 
1963  Granahan-Dillon,  1936A  Granahan-  Set 

Fowler. 

Complete  Sets  (12),  Superb  14.95 

Complete  Sets,  all  “Stars”  (12)  18.95 

Both  Sets — on  all  48  Notes,  the  last  2  # 
match.  Just  a  few  in  stock 


Set,  last  Both  Sets, 

2  #  match  all  24  #  match 


15.95  $32.95 

22.95  43.95 


72.95 


$1.00  HAWAII — Crisp  Unc. 

Rare  Low  #  from  Sheets  the  Treasury 
Dept,  cut  up  after  sale  of  sheets  stopped. 
Just  a  few  we’ve  had  in  stock  for  over 


20  years.  (High  No.,  Nice  $6.75) 

Nos.  under  2,000  . 11.95 

Under  1,000  $13.95, 

under  900  . 14.95 

Under  800  $15.95, 

under  300  . 17.50 

MIS-MATCHED  NOTES 
1957B  $1.00  U37/U47. 

Gem  Unc . 39.50 

Plastic  Holder,  with  Title  .  4.95 


RARE  COMPLETE  SETS 

Beautiful  Superb  Set  $1.00  Small  Size 
Notes  (38).  The  1963  $1  Feds,  are 

“matched  Stars.”  Great  Rarity.  Please 
write  for  price. 

Beautiful  Complete  Set  $2.00  Small 
Size  Notes  (14).  Nos.  D102-1  to 
102-14,  all  Crisp  Unc.  Very  Rare 

Item  . $595.00 

DONLON’S  1967,  3rd  Edition  Paper 
Money  Catalogue.  Many  price 
changes — a  Must  on  Small  Size 

Notes.  Postpaid  . $  1.10 

FRIEDBERG’S  5th,  latest  Edition 
“Paper  Money  of  the  United 
States”  . $  12.50 


Please  write  for  Prices  on  Large  and  Small  Size  Notes,  including  “Uncut”  Sheets. 
Many  Great  Rarities  in  stock — at  Bebee’s  down-to-earth  prices  NOW  ! 

***** 

FLASH — 1966  VATICAN  Pope  Paul  VI  Sets,  just  arrived.  Buy  NOW,  while  only  ....$4.35 
Please  write  for  prices  on  all  other  Vatican  Sets — World  Mint  Sets — Proof  Sets — Gold 
Coins.  Buy  “Where  you  get  the  Best  for  Less”  at  Bebee’s — Where  else? 


4514  North  30th  Street 


"PRONTO  SERVICE" 


Omaha,  Nebraska  68  1 1  I 


Blue  Book 

(1967.  ..24th  edition) 


1967 

:  -  • 

TWENTY-FOURTH  EDITION 


av  R.  S.  YEOMAN 


The  1967  edition —  the  24th  — of 

Whitman's  authoritative  "Hand¬ 
book  of  United  States  Coins," 
popularly  known  as  the  BLUE 
BOOK,  is  now  at  your  dealer's. 

As  in  previous  editions,  a  panel 
of  experts  headed  up  by  Richard 
Yeoman  of  Whitman,  reviewed 
current  prices  dealers  are  paying 

for  all  United  States  coins  going  back  to  1793.  Along  with  prices,  the  BLUE 
BOOK  provides  pertinent  facts  and  helpful  hints  on  collecting,  grading  and 
preservation  of  coins.  A  "must"  volume  for  beginners  and  experts  alike. 

At  your  dealer's  and  other  stores.  $1.00.  No.  9050. 


Whitman  Publishing  Company,  Racine,  Wisconsin 


